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CLINICAL LECTURE 
ON ELEPHANTIASIS. 


By M, BIETY, 
Of the Hopital St. Louis, Paris. 


Tut oldest descriptions of the Elephantiasis 
Grecorum, are found in the works of Are- 
teus and Gelen, though, as appears from 
a passage in Pliny, it was of frequent oc- 
currence in Italy as early as at the time of 
Pompey. According to Galen, it originat- 
ed and was from very ancient times very 
common in Egypt; the complete silence 
which Strabo and Herodotus observe upon 
the subject seems, however, to oppose this 
opinion. 

In Europe the disease first spread at the 
time of the Crusades, as appears from the 
foundation of the order of St. Lazarus, and the 
erection of a great number of hospitals for 
the reception of patients afflicted with ele- 
phantiasis ; ecclesiastic writers speak of it 
as early as in the sixth century, and men- 
tion the regulations which, at this period, 
had been published by the bishops, in order 
to check its further progress. More re- 
cently the disease has been observed by 
travellers of various nations in Asiatic Tur- 
key, Egypt, Abyssinia, Madeira, Sumatra, 





bronze colour. At this period of the dis- 
ease, two different kinds of tubercles may 
be distinguished, the one being seated in 
the epidermis, of circular form, with a horny 
substance in its centre, the other more deep- 
seated, of irregular form, and more like tu- 
berculous intumescences than distinct tuber- 
cles. Sometimes the blotches are very ra- 
pidly followed by tubercular eruption, and 
the latter is attended with fever; in most 
cases, however, the development of the 
tubercles is rather slow and irregular. The 
extremities, and especially the face, are the 
principal seat of the disease ; the skin of the 
trunk often remains free from it for a con- 
siderable time; the cheeks, nose, eyes, and 
eyelids are deformed, the features become 
larger, and the whole countenance under- 
goes Such a peculiar change as to induce the 
ancients to give the disease the name of 
Leontiasis ; that of Satyriasis, M. Biett con- 
ceives is also founded on the similarity be- 
tween the face of satyrs, as represented by 
the ancient artists, and that of a patient in 
the advanced stage of elephantiasis, The 
disease now gradually extends to other tis- 
sues, the conjunctiva becomes inflamed, the 
cornea thickened and ulcerated, and some- 
times the whole eye is destroyed ; the soft 
palate is covered with tubercles, the folli- 
cles of the tongue enlarge and ulcerate ; the 
uvula inflames and swells to double or tre- 
ble its usual size; the glottis and mucous 
membrane of the larynx become infiltrated, 
and the patient loses his voice entirely ; the 





Ceylon, in India, Cayenne, the West Indies, 
onl in different parts of Europe, especially 
France and Spain. 

The breaking out of elephantiasis is gene- 
rally preceded by great lassitude and dul- 
ness of mind, which sometimes amounts to 
real idiotism. After these precursory symp- 
toms, which, especially the latter, generally 
di arin the course of the disease, the 
skin is gradually covered with brown spots 
of bright appearance, as if varnished, and of 
an irregular form, somewhat like that of 
psoriasis guttata; they are, in most cases, 
perfectly insensible, so much so, that even 
a considerable degree of heat applied to them 
is not felt by the patient. After more or less 
time the blotches gradually degenerate into 
tubercles of a sound and globular form, and a 
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lining of the esophagus and sto- 
mach are inflamed, and subsequently beset 
with ulcerations ; the patient is affected with 
diarrhea, colic pains, fever, dyspnea, (less 
from disease of the lungs than from cuta- 
neous perspiration having ceased com- 
pletely,) &c, The period within which the 
disease becomes fatal varies extremely. M. 
Biett lately observed a case in which the 
patient, after having been affected with ele- 
phantiasis for twenty years, had hardly any 
constitutional disturbance. 

Most pathologists mention the “ libido 
inexplebilis,” as a constant symptom of the 
disease ; Areteus speaks of it, but in such 
vague terms, that his real opinion can 
hardly be ascertained. More recent writ- 
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ers, who consider the same symptom as 
t ic, rely upon the story related 
bs ebuhr, of a leper, in the lazaretto of 
ad, who, being violently tormented by 
the sexual desire, contrived to infect a female 
with the disease, sq that she subsequeatly 
a in the same hospital and sub- 
mi to his passion. It is sufficient to 
observe, that elephantiasis not being con- 
tagious, the above account does not deserve 
much attention. Besides, the observations 
of Adams, Heberden, Robinson, and Ainslie 
offer direct proofs against the existence of 
‘the above symptom in elephantiasis. J. 
Adams never found that the genital organs 
became aturely developed in patients 
who not attained the age of puberty ; 
‘and in others, who were above twenty, the 
“generative faculty, far from being increased, 
mee lost, and the genitals became 
agrees with the remark of 
“Pallas, who saw, on the borders of the Yaick, 
Tartars affected with a disease, the descrip- 
tion of which ctly coincides with that 
of e tiasis, and who had completely 
lost all venereal desire. 

The post-mortem examination of patients, 
who have died after elephantiasis, offers the 
following morbid alterations :—The skin is 
of a bronze colour, intermixed with brown- 
ish- yellow The tubercles, the two 

different kinds of which, as described above, 
aré very distinct, are, in some points, cover- 
ed with thick scales, and often accompanied 
with deep and extensive ulcerations. On 
examining the skin, it is found thickened, 
very , and discoloured, sometimes in- 
jected, and exhibiting traces of incipient 
su ion. The cornea is, in most cases, 


attenuated, wrinkled, and perforated by ul- 
cers. The palate is by a great num- 
ber of tubercles, which a r to have ori- 
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ginated in the mucous follicles; the same 
morbid alteration is found in the mucous | 
membrane of the larynx, the ligaments of| 
which are very often extensively destroyed 
by ulceration; the trachea, pharynx, and 

hagus are beset with ulcers; the —e 
‘mach is, in most cases, healthy, but the 
mucous membrane of the intestinal canal | 
exhibits a morbid alteration analogous to. 
that of the skin, enlargement of the mucous 


follicles, ulceration, and very often cicatrices | 


from previous ulcers. The mesenteric glands 
‘are enlarged ; the lungs are but seldom dis- | 
‘eased, and M. Biett found tubercles in them | 





only in two caves out of five. The substance | Ab 
of the bones is often diseased, but not al- an 


ways. 

On the nature of elephantiasis, patholo- 
gists entertain very different opinions. The 
ancients, especi 
&s a general cancer; some modern 


Aretzus, considered it | 
writers 





form of syphilis, &c. M. Biett is inclined 
to consider it as a disease of the cutaneous 
system, since its first and principal symp- 
toms occur in the skin, and since, in true 
elephantiasis, the functions of the other 
systems very often remain undisturbed for 
a considerable length of time. 

It is difficult to establish the distinctive 
character of elephantiasis from such dis- 
eases as lucté, baras, &c., which are, pro- 
bably, nothing but various modifications of 
one and the same disease. In India there 
are, according to Robinson, two distinct 
forms, the one of which a with ‘the 
description given above, while the other 
coincides with the disease called elephan- 
tiasis anaisthetos, the bards of Avicenna, 
and, consists of large flattish, wrinkled, in- 
sensible, scaly patches, a peculiar disorga- 
nisation, and large and deep ulcerations of 
the feet and hands. This Jaiter form has 
also been often observed and described by 
Winterbottom. The mal rouge de Cayenne, 
the rosa asturiepsis, and pellagra of 
Lombardy, are, perhaps, nothing but modi- 
fications of elephantiasis. 

The general belief of the Hindoos in the 
hereditary nature of elephantiasis appears 
to be unfounded. M. Biett himself has seen 
sixteen cases of accidental elephantiasis, 
almost all them in individuals who had been 
living for a length of time in India, Ma- 
deira, &c., and he himself once attended a 
lady from the Colonies who was affected 
with elephantiasis, and whose children, 
though born after the development of the 
disease, have always been, and are still, in 
the enjoyment of perfect health. On the 
other hand, however, there exist instances 
in which the disease has been communi- 
cated from parents to their offspring, even 
for several generations. 

All ages are liable to be affected with ele- 
phantiasis; however, in the Lazaret of Fun- 
chal, the greater number of patients was gene- 
tally below puberty ; females appear to be 
less liable to it ; for, according to the reports 
of J. Adams, the number of male patients in 
the above hospital was, during a century, 
526, that of females only 373. Of the six- 
teen patients who were observed by M. 
Biett, fourteen were males. 

Climate has a very marked influence on 
the development of elephantiasis, which 
may be said to be almost entirely confined to 
the tropics; especially to India, pt, 

nia, the north-western coast of Africa, 
the adjacent islands, the Azores, and 
the north-western part of South America ; 
it occurs, however, occasionally in Europe, 
having been observed amongst the inhabi- 
tants of Vitrolles, a small town of Provence, 
and at Martigues, withont ever spreading to 
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would be worth ingniring, whether it might 
not have been i by Spaniards who 
had resided in tropical countries, and have 
been afterwards transmitted by them to their 
descendants. 

The natives of tropical countries are, ac- 
cording to Ainslie, much more subject to it 
than Earopean residents ; be observed, how- 
ever, cases in Danes, Swedes, Germaos, 
&e., but never in Englishmen. That the 
latter are, however, not exempt from it, is 
proved by the experience of English writers, 
and by that of M. Biett himself. Certain 
aliments have often been accused as remote 
causes of the disease, as sea-fish, milk, es- 
pecially that of buffaloes, &e.; this ap- 

howeve?, to be by no means - 
ciently ascertained. The suppression of 
natural excretions, especially that of the 
skin, and mental emotions, have also been 
considered as productive of elephantiasis ; 
but this, as well as the opinion of the Hindoo 
practitioners, that costiveness has great in- 
fluence on its development, are still to be 
regarded as doubtful. M. Biett saw, in 1819, 
acase of elephantiasis after great distress of 
mind; but justly observes, that the existence 
of any causal relation between the latter 
and the former, cannot be inferred from this 
single fact. 

The general opinion of ancient and even 
modern writers, as Darwin, Cullen, &c., of 
the contagious nature of elephentiasis, is 
proved to be erroneous, by the observations 
of English practitioners in India and Ma- 
deira, and of French physicians in America. 

The diagnosis of elephantiasis is not so 
easy as might appear at first sight; the form 
called anaisthetos bas, in the first stage, 
some resemblance to lepra, from which it 
may however be distinguished, by the irre- 
gularity and insensibility of the scaly patches 
which, in the latter disease, are circular, 
and with a depression in the centre. Although 
the idea of elephantiasis being connected 
with syphilis is daily refuted by numerous 
facts, the exanthematous forms of lues are 
not unfrequently confounded with it; and 
M. Biett lately saw a young man from Mar- 
tinique, who had been considered as affect- 
ed with a syphilitic eruption, until M. Biett 
pointed out the irregularity and insensi- 
bility of the scaly patches, as the charac- 
teristics of elephantiasis, —" tuber- 
cles are easily distinguished from those of 
elephantiasis, by being more superficial, less 
hard, and generally forming circular patches. 

The great number of remedies used in 
elephantiasis is the best proof of the uncer- 
tainty of each. The different stages of the 





disease élearly requires the ‘use of different 
remedies, and their indiscriminate employ- 
ment hardly ever leads to a favourable 
result, 

In the French West India Islands, lepers 
are generally sent to the island of Desirade, 
the mild climate and excellent fruits of 
which are said to exert a beneficial influ- 
ence on them; cleanliness, light diet, fre« 
quent exertion, &e., greatly assist the use 
of the remedies employed. Wine is pro- 
hibited by most practitioners. M. Cassan, 
after a long practice in the West Indies, 
considers, however, the moderate use of it 
as beneficial. 

The external remedies in elephantiasis 
are especially affusions of sea-water, and 
sulphuretted water, the vapour-bath, stimu- 
lant ointments and blisters. By means of 
the latter, M. Biett obtained the complete 
cure “ae man from Port-au-Prinee, in 
® very advanced stage of the disease, The 
warm bath, except when rendered stimulat- 
ing, appears to be useless in elephantiasis. 

The employment of internal remedies is 
almost entirely confined to the first stages of 
the disease ; at an advanced period, when 
the-mucous membrane of the intestinal canal 
—— of the affection of the skin, muci- 
aginous emollients are alone admissible, 
In the southern part of America, sudorifics, 
especially sarsaparilla and guajacum, are the 
favourite medicines ; in India, the Asclepias 
gigantea is considered as infallible, espe- 
cially on the authority of Playfair, whose 
accounts of its efficacy appear, however, to 
be greatly ex rated. ceording to Ro. 
binson and Ainslie, it sometimes cures ele- 
phantiasis anaisthetos, but has no effevt in 
the tuberculous form. 

Heberden relates the case of a person 
affected with inveterate tuberculous ele- 
phantiasis, who was eventually cured by 
Cinchona and ammoniacal frictions. In the 
Crimea, the Anapsis Sphylla is ;considered 
most effectual remedy. 

The external and internal use of mereuty 
has been attended with various effects ; 
Heberden, and, latterly, M. Lordat, of 
Montpellier, very strongly recommend mer- 
curial frictions. M. Butini, of Geneva, at- 
tended a lady from the Isle de Bourbon, 
affected with inveterate elephantiasis, which 
he treated with mercurial frictions, a method 
which he requested M. Biett to continue 
after the patient’s arrival in Paris, as it bad 
been attended, from the commencement, 
with extraordinary success, the tubercles 
having collapsed, and the skin became alto- 
age more active, &c.; but, all on a sud- 
en, the patient became feverish, the tuber- 
cles inflamed, and a t number of ab- 
scesses formed over whole skin. M. 
Biett afterwards lost sight of her, but sup- 


2Re 





612 ELEPHANTIASIS.—POISONING. 


poses that she could not have long sur- 
vived. 

The use of arsenic is much celebrated in 
India ; one part of the white oxide is mixed 
with six parts of black pepper, and the mix- 
ture having been kept in agitation for seven- 
teen days, is used in one grain doses at the 
beginning, and increased or diminished ac- 
cording to circumstances. 

In 1819, a patient of M. Biett’s, who 
offered a complication of the two forms of 
elephantiasis, took, during sixty-eight days, 
the arseniate of pm rae Hy of “7 
was gradually incre to a grain ; 
tubercles qlkapend, ont instead —— 
brown, became of a livid colour ; his gene- 
ral,condition improved, but two months 
afterwards he died accidentally. On exami- 
nation of the body, the digestive organs 
were found perfectly healthy. 

Iodine appears to have a marked effect on 
elephantiasis ; M. Biett used it with appa- 
rent benefit in a case which was admitted 
last year; the patient died, however, of 
pneumonia. He employed the tincture, by. 
driodate of potash, and the iodides ; 
iodides of barium and of arsenic he has not 
yet used, but thinks them worthy of trial. 

Lastly, viper-broth was recommended by 
the ents, but is, at present, deservedly 
abandoned. The opinion of its efficacy rests 
partly on the case of a person affected with 
the di , of which he is said to have 
been cured by drinking from a vessel in 
which a viper was lying, partly on the 
known fact of vipers throwing off their skin, 
from which it was ingeniously concluded, 
that their flesh must Lise some analogous 
effect in inveterate cutaneous affections. 

We conclude with giving the two cases of 
elephantiasis at present in the Hopital St. 
Louis, on the occasion of which M. Biett 
delivered the above lecture. 

The first case is that of a young man of 
seventeen years, whose father is a French- 
man, and mother a native of the colonies, 
and none of whose relations have ever been 
affected with the disease. About four years 
ago he came to Europe, apparently in the 
enjoyment of perfect health; after a little 
more than a year’s residence in France, he 
observed a slight eruption on the face, simi- 
lar to what he had some time previously had 
on the extremities; the nature of the dis- 
ease was, for a long time, not suspected, 
until the patient was placed in a ‘‘ maison 
de santé,” the medical officers of which 
readily discovered it. Several remedies, 
amongst which was the muriate of gold, 
were tried, but without any effect. M. Biett, 
who was consulted, recommended the use of 
iodine, which excited, however, such an 
irritation of the digestive organs, that its 
further use was not deemed advisable ; 





at St. Louis, The face was covered with 
thick prominent tubercles, om ye He the 
cheeks, eyelids, ek pee nose 
was enlarged, flat , &c.; some of the 
tubercles were divided 
furrows; the skin of the extremities covered 
with large brownish yellow patches, inter- 
mixed with tubercles, especially on the 
outer surface of the arm. The mucous 
membrane of the mouth and palate, and the 
conjunctiva, were also covered with tuber- 
cles ; the voice was hoarse, kc. This was 
an instance of the tuberculous form; bat, as 
press, in some respect, intermixed with 
at called anaisthetos. 

The other patient was fifteen years old, a 
native of Guadaloupe, of French parents; in 
his tenth year he had an eruption of 
patches on the extremities, which was suc- 
cessfully treated by sulphureous frictions, 
but within a short time reappeared, and 
gradually spread over the trunk and face ; 
they were perfectly insensible, and most 
numerous in the palms of the hands and the 
soles of the feet, which were thickened, and 
traversed by deep furrows; the articula- 
tions of the phalanges were almost anchy- 
losed. None of the patches had ever ter- 
minated in a tubercle. On his admission at 
the hospital, they were very large, and com 
pletely insensible, but the healthy skin be- 
tween them had retained its natural sensi- 
bility. The fingers were bent, and livid; 
the face slightly swelled, especially at its 
lower part, and covered with large but not 
very thick scales; there was hardly any 
constitutional derangement. M. Biett or- 
dered iodine in various forms and doses with 
such good effect, that, after three months, 
the patches were considerably less in num- 
ber and size, the skin had reacquired its 
natural colour and sensibility, and the ulce- 
rations bad cicatrised. The treatment being 
continued, recovery gradually. though slow- 
ly, proceeded, and the little patient is now 
almost entirely cured, 





CASE OF POISONING BY ARSENIC, WITHOUT 
INFLAMMATORY MORBID APPEARANCES, 


By Tuomas Waicut, Esq ALR.C.S.1. 


Ar half past nine o'clock, May 21st, I was 
called to a Mrs. K——g, of Francis Street, 
who had taken poison about three hours 
previous. An apothecary’s.Jad in her neigh- 
bourhood, on being acquainted therewith, 
had administered twenty grains of sulphate 
of zine in solution; (1 should premise that 
she told the fact of herself, and suffered 
little or no pain for at least half an hour or 
more;) vomiting was then produced, and 


uader these circumstances, he was admitted | mechanically kept up by her husband tick- 


by large ulcerated. 
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POISONING, WITHOUT INFLAMMATION. 


ling her throat with a feather, and drench- 
ing ber with warm water sweetened, which 
brought up with it a white substance. This 
treatment was continued until the fluid 
yes of water having 

‘ore she desisted ; after 

the lapse of about an hour, the poison repro- 
duced vomiting for half an hour to the ex- 
tent of the greatest exhaustion, which was 
succeeded by a cessation of all symptoms. 
Atthis stage I found her perfectly free from 
all pain, even on pressure ; rather pre 
answering all questions, though not freely, 
quite collectedly. Sat up in bed on being 
to do so, and drank out of a vessel 

which she took into her hand ; not thirsty ; 
no fetor of breath ; pulse very feeble and 
rapid; I could not count it; surface be- 
dewed with a cold clammy sweat ; said she 
was exceedingly weak, and begged to be let 
alone, that she would rather allowed to 
sleep. Ina very short time after, expressed 
a wish, from increasing weakness, to drink 
of *‘ something warming to her stomach ;” a 
little peppermint water was administered, 
when she fell, apparently, into a sound 
sleep, from which she only awoke in death, 
about four hours having elapsed from the 
time of having swallowed, as was found on 
inquiry, about an ounce of white oxide of 
arsenic, Some dispute arising about the 
examination of the body, it did not take 
place until forty-one hours after death, 
when an inquest was held by the coroner. 
The body then exhibited the following ap- 
pearances: limbs rigid, skin of the upper 
surface, as the body lay, of a sallow, and 
the under surface of a livid, hue. Not the 
most trifling mark of violence, nor any ap- 
pearance of putrefaction. 

Dissecti St h: two spots of the 
peritoneal coat appeared more coloured than 
the rest; a very few capillary vessels 
minutely injected ; the same appearances 
on the intestines; in every other respect 
quite healthy; liver sound ; lungs remark- 
ably healthy; heart, right ventricle extra- 
ordinarily flabby and soft, quite empty, not 
a drop of blood in it; left ventricle rather 
firm, blood in it, perfectly fluid, and not the 
most trifling coagulum to be found. I car- 
ried the stomach home with me, and did not 
examine it until the following morning, it 
being too Jate in the evening when the in- 
quest was held. 

Internal appearances of the stomach :— 
Contained about three pints of reddish-co- 
loured fluid; cardiac orifice, and a long piece 
of the esophagus, both healthy ; no erosion. 
Pylorie orifice: two very small vascular 
spots, and a minute ecchymosis ; in general 
the villous coat bore no other appearance of 
disorganisation ; at spots was a perceptible 
blush, and no more ; several large patches, 
covered with a viscid white paste, adbering 
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so as to bear being scraped off, and no mark 
of injury underneath it, flakes of this white 
paste floating in the red fluid alluded to. 
(These, I suppose, were dislodged in my 
carrying it to my house at some distance. 
I examined the solid contents, and my friend, 
Mr. P. C. Roney, licentiate, tested the fluid 
contents; the results were as follow :— 

t. Some of the white paste, boiled in a 
solution of the carbonate of potash, and 
filtered, threw down a light-green preci- 
pitate, by adding sulphate of copper.— 
2. Some of the same solution, on being 
heated with nitrate of silver, threw down a 
dense yellow precipitate.—3. On treating 
the same with lime-water, a white preci- 
pitate was formed.—4, The scrapings of the 
filter being triturated with black flux, and 
then, in along glass tube, exposed tothe heat 
of a blow-pipe, metallic arsenic was sublimed 
on the sides of the tube. The three first tests 
only, were tried by Mr. Roney on the fluid 
contents, with precisely similar results. (By 
way of contrast, we treated a decoction of 
wn with sulphate of copper; a yellowish 
green precipitate was thrown down, that 

recipitated from the arseniate of potash 
ing a bluish green, and manifestly dissi- 
milar.) 

In this case the stomach pump was not 
tried, inasmuch as the woman was dying, 
and it was not at hand, and, on minute in- 


quiry, all the fluid she had ejected for the 
last two hours had come off perfectly clear, 
having previously brought up a large quan- 


tity of arsenic. Indeed her comparative 
state of quiescence from all untoward symp- 
toms, and her state of exhaustion, finally 
led me to be of opinion, that any attempt 
at saving her was hopeless, if she would 
have submitted to it. She expired shortly 
| after. ; 

| Here is a case terminating most rapidly, 
and no inflammation whatever in existence, 
| or other apparent deleterious effects of this 
drug as a cause of death. This leads me to 
ask, ‘* What is the kind of action produced 
by this substance, and in what manner does 
death occur from it?” According to the 
foregoing detail, inflammation of the stomach 
and intestines cannot be considered @ the 
cause of death. According to Brodie’s theory, 
death was caused “ by the derangement of 
the organs of circulation,” the most power- 
ful corrosive poison we possess producin» 
many of the symptoms, and the effect of, a 
narcotic poison. I am not aware of any 
similar case being on record, and | am in- 
duced, therefore, through the medium of 
your invaluable Journal, to give the fore- 
going to the profession. 


Dublin, Aug. 1, 1829. 





_—_ 




















bie EFFICACY OF IODINE.—QUACKERY. — 


EFFICACY OF 10DINE. 
By W. Buavrituiv, Esq., Surgeon. 


_ Saran Saat mitat. 25, vary ag #4 

m consequence of en enlargement in 
i rae ay say ape yeas com- 
pain in the right rium, 
which inoreased upon beers of dyspneea, 
and inability to lie on the left side ; her pulse 
was quick and hard; her com ion was 
exceedingly discoloured, and all the symp- 
toms which indicate some hepatic affection 
presented themselves. I immediately re- 
Commended the following treatment :— 
twenty leeches to the part affected, and 
afterwards apply blistering plaster. 

Powdered cautharides, one 

_ Savin cerate, one ounce ; 

Mix and make an ointment, to be applied 


night and morning. 

Mercurial pili, one drachm ; 
Make twelve pills; let her take two night 
and morning, till the teeth begin to be 
affected, 


Comp. sp. of ammon, balf a drachm ; 

Infusion of gentian, twelve ounces ; 
Make a mixture ; let her take three table- 
spoonfuls three times a day. 

She persevered in the use of these and 
other medicines for some time, but all to no 
purpose ; the enlargement of the liver had 
increased very much, I was therefore deter- 
mined to have recourse to the iodine, having 
frequently witnessed its effects in eradicat- 
ing tumours upon different parts of the body. 
I prescribed in the following manner ;— 

Hydriodate of potash, one drachm ; 

d, one ounce ; 

Mix and make an ointment, to be applied to 
the affected side three times a day, 

Tincture of iodine, one ounce ; 
Let her take eight drops three times a day, 
in a glass of milk, increase the dose 
gradually to twenty drops three times a day. 

She continued to take this medicine for a 
mouth, and at the expiration of that time, 
the ewlargement of the side was not percep- 
tible ; she remains perfectly convalescent up 
to thistime. When my patient first began to 
take the iodine, the tumour was as large as 
a good-sized egg. 

London Wall, July 24th, 1829, 





QUACKERY IN BERWICKSHIRE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,— While attending the medical classes 
in Edinburgh, I occasionally purchased your 


publication, the perusal of which afforded 
me more real pleasure and satisfaction than 
I could ever have enjoyed by a participation 
in all the amusements of t pawagekes 
and since commencing the practice of phy- 
sic and surgery, I have still greater hopes 
of reaping from it benefit and enjoyment, 
No one more admires than | do, your un- 
wearied zeal and exertions, in spare 
the true interests of our profession, 
though I am but a “ nameless wight,” and 
a person “of no mark or likelihood,” yet 
permit me to add my feeble testimony toa 
work, to the value of which all classes of 
the profession will,sooner or later, I trust, see 
reason to subscribe. It may give you some 
satisfaction to learn, that among the medical 
teachers in this country, there are some in- 
dependent and candid enough to recommend 
your pages to the notice of their pupils, 
Among these let me mention, with the 
greatest respect Dr. Mackintosh, of Edin- 
burgh, whom I have heard saqnentty Tepeat 
in his lectures, that though you had some- 
times scarified him, ‘‘ Nevertheless,” said 
he, “ he is a fine fellow, Tae Lancer—~ 
Tue Lawcer is a very good book ; without 
exception, it ig the best periodical of the 
day.” Such were the precise words of Dr, 
Mackintosh, as a pupil of whose class I shall 
be ever proud to rank myself. 

As you have always pest sandy to 
expose corruption and empiricism in all its 
forms, it is the intention of this paper to la 
Open a system of impudent quackery, whic 
bas long prevailed in this neighbourhood, to 
the great detriment and annoyance of the 
regulars of the surrounding country. Ithas 
grown to an extent quite unequalled in the 
annals of medicine, and yet no one has had 
the courage to make the attempt of crushing 
the many-headed Gorgon, It were, indeed, 
vain for me to hope to suppress such a longs 
established system of iniquity, but, never- 
theless, I shall not be deterred from speak- 
ing the truth. Dunse has the honour of 
holding within its precincts the dwelling 
place of a most puissant doctor, to whom 
sculapius was a mere pigmy. For many 
years this bold undaunted man has gone on 
wrestling with the most formidable diseases, 
which prove as nothing in bis terrible hands. 
No case so desperate, but he dares cope with 
it; broken Cejotnens limbs, ‘‘ leprosies, 

plagues,” 





ulcers, scabs, an tumours of 
every shape and size, are but playthings to 
him. With his “ burning plasters,” he ex- 
tirpates the most inveterate cancers, and his 
patients willingly suffer the torments of 
Tartarus under his diabolical treatment. But 
kill or cure, it is all one to the “ infallible 
doctor ;” for he is prudent enough to receive 
his pay, before he will undertake the maz 
nagement of his cases; and it not unfre- 





widely-circulated and highly meritorious 


quently bappens, that this unblushing em- 








4 
Cc 
ti 
a 
L 
- 
ii 
fi 
1 
n 
u 





QUACKERY IN BERWICKSHIRE. - 


piric receives four or five pounds from some 
fan, betes he will prescribe 


—~ ' 
one drop or pill, and the deluded people of | hood 


course pay him with far less reluctance than 
they will @ regular practitioner, It is a 
very common thing with him, to make peo- 
ple who are labouring under rheumatic 
pains of the shoulders, believe, that the 
joint is off, and, in order to extort money 
from such dupes, he causes them to undergo 
a little drawing and ipulation, reduci 

the dislocation with “a clap of his hand,” 
curing them to their great satisfaction. 1 
heard of a case last summer, to which this 
master of physic was called in, He asserted, 
that the man’s shoulder was dislocated, 
which might have been the case, but it 
seems he used such extreme force in its re- 
duction, that a violent inflammation ensued, 
and the patient died in great agony in a few 
days, saying, that ‘‘ the doctor’ had killed 
him! Not long since a farmer, in returning 
from market, was thrown from his horse, 
and received certain bruises and contusions 
in his lower extremities ; he was carried 
home, and our great Asculapian champion 
was sent for, who made his poor confiding 
patient believe, that ‘* his thigh-bone was 
both broken, and off joint;” accordingly, 
the fellow instituted a process of reduc- 
tion, and incased the limb in splints, ban- 
dages, and plasters, But behold the result— 
in a few days the humbugzed patient felt he 
could move his limb in all directions, and 
could not be persuaded to stay in bed, and 
in little more than a week, the “ fraetured 
and dislocated” thigh could perform all its 
functions without pain or difficulty, Such 
is but a small account of our doctor’s work. 
It has been often said, that this great man 
has cured many desperate cases which had 
beffied all the skill of the most eminent sur- 
geons of Edinburgh. But could the grave 
tell tales, I am afraid it would be found that 
he has killed more than he bas cured. We 
hear much of his cures, but his failures are 
never heard of; and even when he is suc- 
cessful, Nature, or some lucky chance, has 
as much to do with the cure as the doctor ; 





ped from ill 
By help of fate, not of the doctor’s skill.” 


The fame, however, of this distinguished 
quack extends far and wide: patients 
come to him from all quarters, and some- 
times from a great distance, and were he not 
much attached to the brandy bottle, he 
might have been, long before this, a man 
of fortune; indeed it is wonderful he 
is not rich, for I have known him charge 
five or six shillings for a two ounce phial of 
the tinct. toluifere balsami, and all other 
medicines in proportion. In fact, his de- 
mands are exorbitant, and he does not lose 
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tauch by bad debts, belag general! in 
_—. The people in this sepa 
most sincerely believe, that the doc- 
tor has in his possession a catholicon for 
** laying swellings,” as they say ; and I have 
heard a man assert, that he seen with 
his own eyes, @ swelled and inflamed limb 
falling under the influence of this magical 
specific, like a blown bladder which had 
been punctured with a pin! O most potent 
doctor! Why not disclose the secret re- 
medy? I am credibly informed, that Monro 
Secundus offered our sapient doctor several 
thousand pounds for his specific, but A’scu- 
lapius would not accept of the offer, unless 
the professor would acknowledge himself 
as his pupil! Bat it is said, that Dr. Monro 
really had the presumption to decline such @ 
distinguished honour! Nevertheless, ev 

one believes the doctor infallible, and 

fly to him as a rock of safety. When he 
fails, well may the patient despair. This 
were the less to be regretted, if we saw the 
poor and the ignorant only, becoming the 
dupes of this bold impostor, but it is lament- 
able that the eultivated and the well-in- 
formed should be imposed upon by such a 
system of humbug; rich and poor, however, 
seem to gaze after the man, as if he were more 
than human. But to give the doctor his 


due—he is rather a clever man, and has 
been a gan | bold and persevering 


fellow; he, indeed, owes all his success to 
his boldness, which is worthy of a better 
cause, Where he comes from, or what he 
was originally bred to, I cannotlearn, Some 
say he is a son of the “ emerald isle,” 
and was formerly a weaver, Should this 
paper ever meet the doctor's eye, it is 
hoped that he will excuse the writer for be~ 
ing thus free with him. I would only wish 
him to be a little more candid, and not en- 
deavour to make a mystery of his profession. 
But alas! how can he act otherwise, for he 
is an empirict I must say, that I feel some 
risings of compunction within me, while I 
am applying the lancet to this demi-doctor, 
for he has had several dealings with some 
of the family to which | belong. My grand- 
father was treated by him for some sore on 
bis under lip, to which he applied a plaster 
of the oxymuriate of mercury (the quack’s 
sheet anchor,) which gave him the most 
excruciating pain, and I have no doubt, 
tended to shorten his days, My father, 
also, bas been under his care, for a com- 
pound fracture of the left tibia, and in this 
case he seemed to be the instrument in sav- 
ing his life. But, bating all this, I cannot 
say that I like the man :=, 
«* Non amo te, Sabidi, nec possum diceré 
quare ; 
Hoc tantum possum dicere, non amo te.” 


It is, no doubt, a great consolation for the 
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It is a detestable and nefarious system, and 
it is a pity but that it was more fully ex- 


Though we have several very respectable 
fn ete in Berwickshire, and a friendly 

eeling pervades the whole, yet I am 
to perceive, that a member of the faculty in 
this county has advertised himself as an 
itinerant dentist. I consider it asa species 
of mountebankism, for a medical man to ex- 
hibit himself in the surrounding market 
towns in such a character; it at least mani- 
fests a monopolizing spirit, which every 
honest and right feeling mind should abhor. 

ln conclusion, 
Tam, Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Geo. Hexpersoy, Surgvon. 


Chirnside, 13th July, 1829. 





DR. AMUSSAT’S METHOD OF ARRESTING 
AAMORRHAGE.* 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sin,—M. Amussat, doctor of medicine, 
and lecturer on anatomy in Paris, having 
lately been employed im very interesting 
experiments, on the “ tortion of blood ves- 
sels,” as @ means of stopping hemorrhage, 
has requested me, through Mr. John King 
Dingle, his pupil, who witnessed those ex- 
periments, to insert, in your extensively 
read Journal, a short account of his discovery. 
It appears that this gentleman was led to 
devise his new means of stopping bemor- 
rhage, by reflecting on the well-known canon 
in surgery, that ‘* torn wounds do not bleed.” 
His first essays were made on dogs and 
horses; having divided arteries in these 
animals, he bruised and lacerated the ves- 
sels in a variety of ways, but always with- 
out producing a durable suspension of the 

ing. After many attempts, he found 
that twisting the artery a sufficient number 
of turns was an effectual styptic, and, in his 
opinion, amore ares and expeditious, and 
less painful method than the ligature. Dr. 
Amussat’s experiments were made in the 
presence of some of the most distinguished 
surgeons in Paris, and repeated before the 
Royal Academy of Surgery, and the general 
opinion en is, that his mode of ope- 
ration will be greatest utility, espe- 





* This letter was not received until after 
the account of Dr. Amussat’s method of 


cially in the army and , as 


it enables 

f to secure the largest 
without the aid of an assistant. 

The following is his mode of proceeding : 

.| Each orifice of the bleeding vessel, whether 


artery or vein, is to be seized with a pair of 
small forceps, so constructed as to be kept 
close with a spring; the vessel is then to 
be drawn out and separated from the diffe- 
rent tissues which surround it, and a cer- 
tain portion is to be insulated with another 
forceps, probe-pointed, and to be held in 
the left hand, for the purpose of limiting the 
effect of the tortion, which would otherwise 
affect too great a length of the vascular 
tabe. The tortion is to be made with the 
right hand on the elastic forceps; ten half 
turns of the forceps will suffice to repress 
the flow of blood, and twenty will tear 
through the tissue of the vessel. It is ne- 
cessary, after every three or four turns, to 
relax the hold a little, to allow the retraction 
of the artery or vein. 

The rupture of the middle and inner 
tunics takes place, most frequently, after ten 
half turns, and these are ft back into 
the area of the artery, so as to form a valve, 
which is closely involved by the cellular 
coat; it is recommended, however, to twist 
the end of the artery off, as it presents a 
greater degree of security, and has been 
attended with more satisfactory results, The 
doctor’s plan is supported by ‘numerous 
proofs derived from instances of complete 
success. To render the tortion more easy, 
it is necessary to draw the artery well out 
from its connexions, and the twisting ought 
to be confined either with the thumb and 
index of the left hand, or with the blunt- 
pointed forceps before mentioned. 

M. Amussat, after having successively 
and comparatively tried all the different 
means hitherto adopted in the suppression 
of hemorrhagy from arteries and veins,— 
having used every kind of ligature that has 
ever been recommended,—baving plunged 
the extremities of arteries into the most 
powerful and concentrated acids,—and after 
pressing, crushing, bruising, turning up, 
and pushing back the bleeding extremities,— 
has found no process so certain, or so often 
successful, as that of tortion. The twist, if 
properly executed, is not only sufficient to 
withstand the vis & ¢ergo of the column of 
blood, but will bear, without detriment, the 
friction of a sponge in cleaning the surround. 
ing parts. After having assured himself of 
these facts on the lower animals, M. Amus- 
sat tried whether this process were appli- 
cable to the human body. He put in prac- 
tice his tortive experiments on tubes of 
every calibre, from the narrow channel of a 
ramus cuniculus to the main canal of the sorta. 
To ascertain the quantity of resistance 





arresting hemorrhage, given at page 580, 
had been sent to the press.—Ep. Ls 


which the tortion would offer to the columa 





'eEges 


SSZRTERSETISSRES44 8883 


co 


eeesd 


a a ae ee a ee Ue 








a ee ae 


, @ fluid of equal density with the 
ph ee in no instance did the a of 
the extremi ive way, although, 
in several Aeenomens A. we of the arteries 
by the force of the pressure 
employed. M. Amussat has not communi- 
cated to me any examples of its application 
on the living subject. 

To illustrate more cogently the principles 
which this justly-celebrated physiologist 
wishes to establish, I shell suppose a case 
of divided radial artery, Each of the bleed- 
ing extremities is to be laid hold of by the 
self-shutting forceps already described ; the 
flow of blood being thus arrested, the ope- 
rator seizes hold of the forceps, already fixed 
on the artery, and gently extends the vessel 


FARMING PARISHES. 


dead | subject, and al 
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been my intention to address you on the 
I have been in some 
measure antici by X., I cannot refrain 
ape yak eww on “ the farm- 
ing parishes.’ this the more rea- 
dily, as 1 am convinced that the subject is 
not only of great interest to the humane, 
but that it is of the greatest importance to 
the respectability of the profession. When 
we recollect that most parishes are farmed 
out, or, in other words, that the poor wretch- 
ed paupers, amounting often to six or eight 
hundred persons, have their lives entrusted 
to the care of him who will physic them for 
the least money, the evils attending such a 
system will at once be apparent to every 
reflecting mind. It is a notorious fact, in 
many parishes containing the number of 
paupers I have mentioned, the medical man 
who attends them receives no more than 





from its sheath, whilst, with the probe- 
pointed forceps in the left hand, he grasps 


201, or 251. per annum, and I actually know 






the artery about three or four lines from its|a parish where the medica! officer received 
extremity, and presses the sides together, | only 5/.; and for this paltry sum he is ex- 
thus limiting the extent of the tortion, which | pected to include all surgical cases and mid- 
is next to be affected. The insulated piece | wifery, and find medicines for these cases, 
of artery is now to be twisted to ten or|and frequently the parish is four or five 
twenty half turns, and the conical end of the | miles from the attendant’s residence. But 
vessel remains ep A secure. By the| how has this arisen? From the poverty of 
traction first applied, elastic external | the profession? No, Sir, it has arisen from 
coat is drawn over the two inner and less|the mistaken economy of the parish autho- 
versatile tunics, the ends of which are rolled rities, who, without considering the talent 
back, so as to plug up the mouth of the tube, of the respective practitioners of the village, 
and afford a safe basis for a coagulum. The |let the poor to him who sends in the lowest 
consequent effusion of lymph guarantees the |tender. I do not accuse the gentlemen who 





success of the process. 
Of the practicability of M. Amussat’s 
lan I have had no personal experience, and 
therefore do not presume to offer an opi- 
nion. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
D.O. Epwarps. 
Westminster Hospital, 
Gth August, 1829. 
P.S. M.Amussat has also invented an 
improved lithotritic apparatus, and an in- 
strument for dilating the urethra. 





FARMING COUNTRY PARISHES, 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


undertake the management of parish affairs 
of inhumanity, but I say they do not suffi- 
|ciently reflect upon the consequences that 
must inevitably result from the method they 
adopt. How can it be expected, that a vil- 
lage practitioner, whose rides to his own 
patients often comprise a distance of seven 
miles round, can afford to pay that atten- 
tion to the sick paupers, which their suffer- 
ings demand, for the trifling sum of 20. or 
254. per annum. If he perform his duty to 
|them he must neglect his own patients, 
and as by this he must materiaily redace his 
income, the alternative is, that the poor are 
neglected. It may be asked by many (not 
medical men) why then do the profession 
accept the office on such terms? The simple 
answer is this :—The appointment of parish 
surgeon, in the country, carries with ita 
certain weight, and, in the opinion of many, 





Sir,—In No. 303, of your invaluable is a certain test of talent, which, to a medi- 
Journal, | have read, with great pleasure, a cal man, is of the highest importance, and 


letter signed X., creditable alike to your 
cor dent’s talents and 





ings, in which he points out a few of the! 


miseries to which the poor are subjected, in 
consequence of the method observed by the 


| 


which procures him the greater part of his 


good feel-| practice. As long as the present abominable 


| System exists, we shall witness the same 
‘iuhuman proceedings ; the medical man will 
refuse his attendance when sent for, will 


parish authorities in procuring them medi-| carelessly consider the case of the dying 
cal attendance. Experience having made | sufferer, or will insufficiently attend or sup- 
me acquainted with the evils of which X.| ply medicines; and when the natural con- 
So justly complains, it hes for a long time | sequence of his neglect, the death of his 
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patient, is announced to him, he will heer | dered on a Russian expedition. These gen- 
t without remorse. This is not an exag- Soman engined @ Cans eee with the 
case, as many beside myself can measles, neatly 9, Seanight, ond Ban 
; and this, Sir, arises from the sys-| were compelled to be sentfor. Now, Sir, I 
tem of ** farming parishes!” I cannot think | do not say all dispensary officers are so in- 
so unfavourably of parishioners en masse, | atientive as those just quoted ; no, Sir, God 
as to suppose, that seeing these evils they forbid they should; but in most of them 
would wish to covtinue them ; but, Sir, I there is great reformation required, either 
would call upon the members of the profes- as to the conduct of the officers towards the 
sion themselves to remove the stigma (for, patient, or in the shameful expenditure of 
such it must be considered) from their cha- | the subscribers’ money. Now, in my opi- 
raeter, and once more step into that rank of | nivn, it is these causes that tend to bring 
society to which, by education and talent,| such valuable institutions into contempt 
they are entitled. If the omen would with the public, as I am well convinggd, 
unite in refusing to attend the poor for a that if properly conducted, they are produc- 
yearly salary, and only do so for a fair and tive of great benefits to the poor, and afford 
reasonable compensation for each person, | excellent information to the student, which 
they would soon attain this desirable object. it is impossible he can procure in the wards 
Besides, it would have the effect of divid-| of our hospitals, ill conducted as they now 
ing the practice, and preventing that mean|are. The remark I now make will apply to 
and despicable competition which now un- | all charitable institutions ; it is the disgrace- 
fortunately exists. ful manner in which medical officers are ap- 
In the hope that some efficient plan may | pointed to these establishments. Your pages 
be devised to avert the consequences of this have frequently proved, that they are se- 
degrading system, lected by interest, and not for their talents, 
1 have the honour to be, &c. | I trust I may yet see the day when we 
A Counray Practitioner. | shall adopt the French plan, of requiring 
July 31st, 1829. each candidate for a charitable institution to 
hes submit to a severe public examination. Let 
a this be done, and then our charitable esta- 
blishments will be a boast ne) pe besnae Ss 
the country, and the names ir medi- 
ee 2 uy ates pee cal flees will, like those of John Hunter 
= and Beclard, be a password to succeeding 
i enerations. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. s I rental, yours obediently, 
Srr,—Having read, with great attention, H. W, Dewnvunst, Surgeon, 
the remarks of yourself and several of your} J ondon July 31, 1829. 
correspondents, respecting the conduct of ' , 
many medical officers of public dispensaries 
and infirmaries, which I am sorry to con-| 
fess are in the majority of cases, too true, 
I to mention, that the apothecary of a 
certain dispensary, in the neighbourhood of — 
Broad Street, Golden Square, (which 1 be- . P 
lieve is mostly for shilaven) is so careless To the Edter of Tae Lancer. 
in the compounding the medicines precrib-| §:2,—Observing, in your last number, a 
ed by the physician, that where more than jletter, signed « Willisen Brodie, Blooms- 
ane is ordered for the patient, in- | bury Dispensary ;” 1 beg to inform you 
stead of carefully mixing the several ingre-| that no such person is or ever bas been con- 
dients together, and subsequently dividing | pected with this charity, nor are any of the 
them, they are carelessly put into one paper, | medical officers acquainted with him. 
and the parent is ordered to mix them to-| A |though every one who is sensible of the 
gether with a spoon, and divide them into benefits derived by the profession, from the 
the required number of doses. In one case | abilities of Mr. Ceoper, must be gratified 
@ powder was exhibited to me in which |by the triumphant result of the election, 
one-third was calomel, and the mother was | still such a dishonourable mode of attacking 
nearly giving this to her infant. The at-| another individual, cannot be too strongly 
tendance on sick children at their homes jeprecated. 
is equally bad. The physician bas private I am, Sir, 
practice, which prevents his attending pro- Your most obedient servant, 
perly to them. Once now and then a de-| ~ W. Mitten, Apothecary. 
puty, generally a pupil, is ordered to offi- 
ciate with the apothecary, in the absence | Bloomsbury Dispensary, 
of the physician, who may be suddenly or-| 5th August, 1829, 
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Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, 
Vol. XV. 


(Continued from page 554.) 


Observations on the Local Diseases termed 
Malignant. By Benjamin Travens, 
Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital. 


Iw Number $09, p, 554, we gave an extended 
analysis of the contents of the last volume of 
the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, re- 
serving for consideration the present paper 
by Mr. Travers. 

The author commences by remarking, that 
“ chronic local diseases may be divided into 
tractable and intractable ,” and he then goes 
on to observe, ‘* that a disease, curable 
in its nature, may be so intractable from its 
situation or extent, or some local peculiarity, 
as to be extremely difficult, or even not to 
admit of cure,” The causes, however, from 
which a disease may be intractable in its 
nature, be states to be as follows :— 

“« First, on account of its depending upon 
a poison absorbed, as the venereal, or an ill 
condition or habitual morbid state of the 
system, as the scrofulous, or an inveterate 
cachexia compounded of both. 

“* Second, its being a disease of a 
part whieh, when it has reached a certain 
stage, generates a poison, and thus diffuses 
its species and destroys contiguous textures, 
so that alter this stage is reached, however 
complete its apparent extirpation or destruc- 
on, it is liable to re-appear. 

“ Third, from its being a disease of the 
constitution, showing itself primarily and 
exclusively in tumours, bearing a similar 
character in various parts of the body, and 
proving within a short period destructive to 
life, in despite of the earliest interference 
of art. 

To these two latter classes belongs the 
genus carcinoma, 

Diseases which are intractable in the first 
sense, assume a nearly similar character to 
those of the second class, and being often 
fatal in their results, are considered of a 
malignant kind ; but, in the opinion of Mr. 
Travers, they admit of a distinction, both 
in their external character and progress, and 
in their manner of affecting the constitution, 
and ultimately destroying life. 

With reference to the diseases termed 
malignant, by which term the author means 
incurable diseases having a tendency to de- 
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stroy life, there are the following queries 
and observations :— 

“Is the disease on its first appearance 
malignant? Or does the disease, arising in 
circumstances favourable to the attainment 
of malignity, as texture, sex, temperament, 
age, or climate, may explain, become in the 
course of time malignant? If, upon its first 
appearance, a local affection is stamped with 
the essential character of malignity, it is, in 
fact, a disease of the constitution, whence, 
alone, such a character can be derived. It 
is conceivable that a simple local disease 
may become malignant by the influence of 
the constitution upon it, as a simple fever 
may become typhoid or putrid, but a strictly 
local affection cannot be malignant. When 
we speak of the decided malignity of a tu- 
mour or ulcer, we mean to say that it is such 
a disease of the system showingitaelfin a part. 
When we say that it has a malignant aspect, 
or resembles a malignant tumour or ulcer, we 
mean that it is analogous to those in which 
the constitution, sooner or later, takes such 
an action, We cannot well conceive malig- 
nity as the exclusive or innate property of 
apart. A change of structure, whether of 
increase or loss of substance, which not 
only resists every remedy, bat which, being 
extirpated or destroyed, is reproduced, 
either in the vicinity, or at a distance from 
the original site, is certainly not, in strict. 
ness, @ local disease. But if from any local 
cause a sore refuses to heal, or falls into gan- 
grene ; if by the extension of the ulcerative 
process, blood-vessels are opened, and a 
fatal hemorrhage ensues ; if by the profuse- 
ness of a secretion a patient dies exhausted ; 
if by the incessant irritation of the nervous 
system, or the morbid actions set up in vital 
organs, under a protracted symptomatic fever, 
life is extinguished ; the disease does in no 
respect imply a malignant nature, though 
often so considered, malignant diseases be- 
ing subject to a’similar termination. It is 
to incurableness from causes not local, and 
consequently the disposition to appear in 
more than one part at the same time, or to 
re-appear when the first affected part has 
been freely removed, that the term malig- 
nity is applicable. 

‘* If a local disease were, from its earliest 
germ, impressed with a malignant charac- 
ter, derived from a morbific matter in the 
constitution, it would be so much a consti- 
tutional disease, that the removal could 
never be urged on the ground of permanent 
benefit. To one species of malignant dis- 
ease this character is applicable. But al- 
though a local disease, strictly speaking, 
cannot be malignant, it is clear that a dis- 
ease, altogether local in its commencement, 
may in its progress stir up an action of the 
constitution, which imparts to it that cha- 
racter, ora malignant constitutional disease 
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show itself ina part. Again, con- 
al i y may not show itself 


, 
with some poisons and conta- 
gious fevers; whereas the disease of a part 
must derive its malignant property from the 
Constitution. 

“« A scirrhous tumour may, therefore, be, 
and undoubtedly is, in the first instance, a 
local and single disease. The proof of this 
may be found, allowing for all the prejudices 
against the operation, and all the mistakes 
of pathology, in the record of a thousand 
instances of the early and complete removal 
of the disease, without threat of return, 
during many years of the patients’ after-life ; 
nay, the ulcerated stage is not always too 
late for recovery, and under otherwise fa- 
vourable circumstances, the removal of the 
fungating ulcer of the cancerous breast, and 
other parts, has been successful. This 
single fact is an answer to the fact, whether 
scirrhus is local or constitutional in its 


Under the order “ malignant diseases,” 
Mr. Travers ranks carcinoma as a genus, 
having two species, the scirrhous and the 
medullary, the respective modifications and 
varieties of which, are referrible to differ- 
ences of the structure affected. Scirrhous 
cancer, he says, always originates in some 
secretory structure, such as the follicles of 
internal mucous membranes ; of the reflect- 
ed integument at the orifices of canals, and 
of the skin ; in the conglomerate glands, the 
liver, pancreas, and testicle; and in the 
lymphatic or absorbent glands. As to 
the cause of these parts being especially 
subject to disease, the subjoined opinions 
are hazarded :— 

** Glandular organs are the seat of scir- 
thus, because they are more abundantly than 
other parts sapglhed with vessels, whose 
office is the separation and combination of 





new materials from the circulating fluid ; 
and it is sufficiently probable, that when, | 
having been habitually and actively em- | 
ployed, they cease to he so, these vessels 
make preternatural deposits, and expend 
their energies, wantonly as it were, upon 
new and useless structures. This seems to 
me the origin of scirrhous tubercle.” 


We thank you, Mr, Travers, for the in- 
formation, that glandular vessels, sometimes, 
wantonly spend their energies, and, if you 
will pardon us the illustration, we would 
say, like unto yourself, while scribbling such 
a paper as this. To this ingenious speculation 
succeeds some observations on the period 





of life at which scirrhus usually forms, and 


next are some remarks on the structure of 
scirrhus, its external and internal charac- 
ters, from which we take the subjoined 
extracts :— 

‘* Structure of Scirrhus.— External Cha- 
racters—hardness, with increase of weight ; 
inelasticity or toughness in some cases, 
knotty or cragged in duration in others ; 
circumscription and mobility beneath the 
skin in its earliest stage, but not to such a 
degree as to allow of the fingers passing 
beneath the tumour, and turning its edge 
upwards. Next, i.e. in the second stage, 
close adhesion to the tere and such 
incorporation with the glandular organ in 
which it is seated, as to have no mobility 
but that of the gland itself on the parts 
beneath. The adhesion of the skin rather 
partially stretches or puckers it, according 
to the smooth or unequal surface of the 
tumour, and to the close or loose attach- 
ment, and particular conformation of the 
integument at the spot, as for example, next 
the nipple, and at a distance from it; or 
beneath the mucous membrane of the pylo- 
Tus or rectum, and the common integument 
of the body, ‘Third stage :—Contraction and 
diminution, by pressure, of volume in the 
gland, as the tumour increases ; abrupt pro- 
Jection of one large coloured tubercle, some- 
times of several smaller tubercles. ‘lran- 
sient pains, which have been hitherto ob- 
scure and occasional, now more distinct and 
frequent, like the pricking of a sharp in- 
strument, with a sense of heat or burning ; 
dusky, or red livid colour of the skin, with 
resplendent tension ; excoriation, or crack- 
ing of the skin at the summit or base of the 
tubercles and fungous elevations, with icho- 
rous and samous oozing. ‘The external cha- 
racters are, in the main, sufficient, though 
they furnish no unique diagnostic sign. 

“* Internal Characters.—These, though 
presenting more variety, are more to be 
depended upon. In the first stage, a tough 
inorganisable and pretty compact mass, of 
a white and yellow-brown colour, smooth, 
and moistened by a slightly unctuous fluid ; 
its consistence is not uniform, being hard in 
the centre, so as to form a nucleus; the 
circumference is defined by the termination 
of red vessels, forming a vascular boundary. 
Upon floating in water, and still more by a 
certain maceration, the texture opens so as 
to bring into view concentric areol#, having 
their interstices filled by a white ular 
matter, which may be picked out from the 
meshes. These areole are crossed by 
white faint lines, at i intervals, in 
the direction of radii from a centre, visible 
to the maked eye, and very conspicuous un- 
der a magnifier, giving the section some 
analogy to that of alemon. In the second 
stage, when inflammatory action commences, 
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and is announced shoots of pain, the} the disease has presented itselfin the groin. 
relative firmness of the ceutre and circum- ‘Two young gentlemen, for one of whom a 
ference of the tubercle becomes reversed, small tumour was removed from the thigh, 
the centre being pulpy or broken, while the and, for the other, amputation at the thigh 
circumference retains its firmness, The performed for a tumour involving the knee- 
surrounding parts are now found to have lost joint, lived each from three to four years, 
their o elasticity by condensation of without any reappearance of the disease ex- 
texture, and partake of the firmness and ternally, and with very little interruption to 
weight of the scirrhus, giving considerable | health in the interval; both died of disease 


apparent increase of volume to the tumour, | in the chest.” 


which is now less defined at its margin, and, 
in fact, of a com 
opaque white lines which, traversing the 
tumour in the direction of radii, diminish in 
density as they proceed outward, and are 
lost in the extreme circumference of the 
gland, are not the production of disease, 

but the septa which divide and support the. 
lobules of which the gland is composed, in 
an opaque and thickened state. Within the 
wall of the tubercles one or more cysts, con- 
taining a dark yellow, or coffee-brown fluid, 
are sometimes met with, but are not often 
present.” 

The facts of scirrhus being sometimes 
completely removed by a sloughing process, 
and of its remaining innoxious to the sys- 
tem, through many years, are regarded by 
Mr. Travers as additional evidences in sup- 
port of his opinion, that the disease is, 
originally, strictly local in its character, 
Not so, however, with medullary cancer or 
fungous hematodes, which, it is stated, 
differs from scirrhous cancer, 


“In its property of affecting all tex-| 
tures—in travelling as much by the blood- | 
vessels as the absorbents of the part—in| 
external characters, which are the reverse | 
of those of scirrhus—in internal characters. | 
It differs last, but not least, from scirrhus, 
in being the disease of early, rather than ad- 
vanced, life, and from the first a truly malig- 
nant, and, therefore, a constitutional dis- 
ease,” 

Of its disposition to return after opera- 
tion, the author says :-— 

“I have never known a person survive 
this disease, after its removal by the knife, 
more than four years, and, in very few in- 
stances, so long ; when, as often happens, it 
returns upon the part or neighbourhood, its 
progress to destruction is vastly more rapid. 
After removing a medullary cancerous tu- 
mous from the calf of the leg in a young 
man, I was compelled, within three months, 
to amputate high in the thigh. After re- 
moving such a tumour from the foot, in- 
cluding some of the toes and metatarsal 
bones, of a young woman, she was attacked 
by the disease in the groin, and died within 
six months, So, after extirpating the testes, 








Scirrhous cancer, it is admitted, may and 


d character. The dense occasionally does develop itself in remote 
organs after the removal, and without re- 
turn of the external tumour. 
Travers would infer that, in such cases, the 
scirrhous disease had not been removed 
until absorption of a poison into the system 
had taken place; hence arises the import- 
ant practical consideration, of the period 


But Mr, 


at which scirrhus becomes a constitutional 


disease. 


« That the mischief (says the author) per- 
vades the system long before the process of 
external ulceration, is proved by the num- 
berless cases in which the glands next in 
the course of absorption have previously 
undergone the first, if not the fatal change. 
This is of itself regarded as a bar to the 
operation by most surgeons; but it should 
depend on the degree of induration and the 
state, especially the freedom from adhesion 
of the principal tumour, whether they ought 
to be so regarded.” 

From all which we have quoted, it will 
be perceived that, in the opinion of the 
author, medullary cancer is dependent upon 
a poison circulating in the system; whilst, 
in scirrhous cancer, a poison is engendered 
in the diseased part, and ultimately taken 
up into the system. It is certain that fun- 
gous hwmatodes does, in most instances, 
appear to be a constitutional disorder, va~ 
rious parts being simultaneously affected, 
and the disease returning externally or in- 
ternally after the removal of the part prima- 
rily affected; but there are some cases 
which equally favour the opinion of its 
being, with scirrhus, a local disease, from 
which a poison is evolved, and carried into 
the habit. We may take, for example, a 
case of simple chronic enlargement of the 
testicle, which, under some local excite- 
ment, takes on a malignant action, and true 
fungoid disease is produced; but it may be 
said, if the fungus be removed, the malady 
either appears at the original site, or in 
some internal viscus, under which the pa- 
tient sinks, and this sufficiently proves the 





universality of the poison. It does so, but, 
at the same time, does not disprove that it 
may have had a local origin ; unless, indeed, 
it should be said that the same individual 
would heave been affected with medullary 
cancer, if the diseased structure had not 
previously existed. 

In the second part of the paper, the) 
author enters into a description of the pecu- | 
liar circumstances which distinguish malig- | 
nant diseases, properly so called, in different 
parts of the body. They are divided as} 
follows :-— 

“* ist. Malignant diseases of the face and | 

** 24, Malignant diseases of the since 
conglomerate glands, viz. the salivary, the 
mammary, and the testicle. 

** 3d. Malignant diseases of the organs of 
generation in both sexes. 

** 4th, Malignant diseases of the trunk, 
including the viscera and the extremities.” 

This portion of the paper, however, pro- 
ceeds no further than the first division, the 
author postponing the remainder to a future 
communication. We shall give an abstract 
from each, described under the head of 
malignant diseases of the head and face. 


* tet. Cancer of the Face—begins in a 
small warty tubercle, bard, irritable rather 
than painful, sometimes discoloured, so as 
to like a dirt-spot. It is usually seated 
upon the side of the face, upon or between 
the zygoma and base of the lower jaw. 
When fretted by frequent handling, or 
wounded, or irritated by caustic and stimu- 
lant applications, it inflames superficially 
and becomes ulcerated, discharging a thin 
matter. It next acquires a broader base of 
induration, has a livid circumference, and 
an even and glossy surface of an unhealth 
brightness. The health continues unaltered. 
The third stage into which the disease shifts, 
is that of extensive ulceration both in 
breadth and depth ; the ulcer having an ir- 
regular margin and surface, and a profuse 
suppurative discharge of a peculiar odour. 

pain is now frequent, if not constant, 
burning and shooting. The complexion, 
strength, and flesh, undergo a gradual, but 
sensible change—the mind becomes irritable 
and anxious—appetite and natural sleep 
fail, the pulse is rapid and small, and spon- 
taneous bleedings take place at intervals. 

This disease is more incidental to the 





inhabitants of the country than of London, 
both in higher and lower life, and to the age 


of from ee to seventy more than any 
other period. The application of caustic to 
the diseased part is in every sense injurious. 
The proper and the urgent remedy is a free 
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excision, both in breadth and depth, of the 
indurated wart or tubercle, The absorbent 
glands are seldom affected before ulceration, 
or at least so affected as to contra-indicate 
excision. In the last stage I do not believe 
that it admits of cure, and after trying a va- 
riety of applications, I have come to the 
conclusion, that whatever irritates the can- 
cerous ulcer, although it changes the surface, 
quickens the destructive action: that sooth- 
ing applications, which administer to the 
ease of the patient, retard it, as the watery 
solution, or epithem of opium, infusion of 
hemlock, &c., under a simple emollient 
ointment or poultice. The best tonic, and 
at the same time unirritating ointments, are 
those of the oxydes of bismuth, and of zine 
properly diluted. 

“2d. Medullary Tumour of the Face and 
Angle of the Jaw—is sometimes seated in 
the cellular membrane, more frequently in 
the a glands. 1 have seen it occu- 
pying the situation of the zygomatic fossa, 
and also over the parotid gland, covering 
this and a portion of the buccinator musele. 
The lymphatic gland over the parotid, and 
the glands at the angle of the jaw, are not 
unfrequently the seat of medullary cancer. 
The section of these exhibits a compound 
character, the remaining firmness and natu- 
ral colour of the gland, in parts, being mixed 
with the soft medullary matter, and giving 
ita mottled appearance. I assisted at the 
removal of one of these tumours in an elderly 
lady, from behind the angle of the jaw. The 
disease reappeared in the cicatrix, and proved 
fatal very soon afterwards. 

** 3d. Cancer of the Eyelids and Con- 
tents ) bev Orbit—begins in the form of a 
hard, fretful, pimply ulcer, upon either pal- 
pebra, or one of the borders or angles of the 
tarsi. It is discoloured by inflammation, 
and sometimes itches, discharges a thin 
matter, and scabs repeatedly. When it 
draws surgical attention it is an irregular 
sore, notching or puckering the border of 
the affected lid by removal of its substance, 
and creeping around the orbit. Its progress 
is slow, but after some time, the conjunce 
tiva of the palpebra becomes elevated, thick, 
and rigid. ‘The ulcer at length environs the 
orbit and eyeball, and a luxuriant fungus 
overshoots, and, together with the hanging 
remnants of the lids, buries the eye—so 
that, although the globe remains, it becomes 
difficult to be seen. The pain is itching and 
burning. The ultimate stage of the disease 
presents a horrible appearance. I have ex- 
tirpated this disease when, as is rare, it has 
commenced in the loose conjunctiva, remov- 
ing the entire contents of the orbit. The 
disease reappeared upon the inferior palpe- 
bra. The lachrymal gland is sometimes ex- 
clusively affected with scirrhus, and in this 
state, previous to internal ulceration, I have 
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removed it: the patient remained for some 
years free from disease. 1 have since lost 
sight of him, 

“4th. Medullary Tumour of the Eye- 
ball and Contents of the Orbit.—The pecu- 
liar metallo-lustrous, or tapetum-like ap- 
pearance of the fundus of the eye, is not 
diagnostic. I have seen several cases in 
which this appearance was stationary, aud 
the eyeball dwindled, which might, there- 
fore, fairly be presumed not to,have been 
instances of malignant disease. The best 
diagnosis is founded on the increase of vo- 
lume of the eyeball, or the contrary, prior 
to the giving, way of the tunics; but the 
progressive advance of the tumour to the 
cornea, and the shrinking and sloughing of 
the latter membrane, which happens prior 
to the protrusion of the fungus, is decisive of 
all doubts. 1 have extirpated the eye af- 
fected with medullary cancer in several in- 
stances; but I am not acquainted with any 
case in which the patient, who has survived 
two years, has not been revisited by the 
disease. : 

** Sth. Cancer of the Lower Lip.—The 
commencement of this common and well- 
known disease is in the interjacent cellular 
tissue of the mucous membrane and skin. The 
enlargement and induration render it con- 
spicuous before the villous surface of the lip 
cracks transversely, and oozes a thin fluid, 
then exulcerates, and scabs by turos, and 
ultimately ulcerates deeper, and fungates. 
There is a mode of operating which I prefer 
to that for hare-lip ; and slow as the progress 
of the disease is, and little painful, the 
wisest way is to remove it freely in its early 
stage. The mode of operating is the simple 
removal, by a full crescent-shaped section of 
the substance of the lip. The commissures 
of the mouth should, if possible, be left: no 
suture is, of course, required. The contrac- 
tion during the healing process, undef a 
double-headed bandage, passing over the 
vertex and occiput, so as to keep a little 
moistened lint, or simple ointment, on the 
cut surface, shapes and adapts the lip with 
singular neatness; and what is more re- 
markable, the cut surface takes a depth of 
colour and a plumpness, and a defined border, 
which has much the appearance of the natu- 
ral surface. 

** 6th. Cancer of the Alveolar Membrane 
of the Lower Jaw —This is a rare, but very 
marked form of malignant disease. I have 
seen it only in aged persons. 1t commences 
at the point of reflection of the membrane of 
the gum on the alveolus, or on the inner side 
of the gum at the root of the teeth, where 
the sore mouth, from mercury, is commonly 
first eived. Small granular eminences, 
or tubercles, are formed, by which the mem- 
brane of the gum is raised and thickened 
intoasmat lump. The disease begins about 
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the root of the last incisor or bicuspid, and 
thence gradually enlarges backwards to the 
middle molar teeth. Ulceration then ensues, 
the edges of the ulcer fungating and bleed- 
ing frequently; it is slowly, but progres- 
sively phagedenic, destroying the soft parts, 
and ultimately, by ulcerative absorption, the 
substance of the maxilla, so as even to di« 
vide the bone. It admits only of palliation 
by the frequent use of antiseptic and deter- 
gent gargles and Jotions, as of lime-water, 
camphor, myrrh, borax, honey, ke. Oxy- 
phosphate of iron, and compositions of ver- 
digris and caustic, are of noavail. Sarsapa- 
rilla dissolved in milk, boiled bread and 
milk, animal jellies, and soft nutritive mu- 
cilages, are best adapted for sustenance and 
medicine. No sign of ossific adhesive in- 
flammation, as osteo-sarcoma, or exostosis, 
appears. The patient dies of exhaustion 
from deficient nourishment, pain, and re- 
peated hemorrhages. 

7th, Medullary Tumour of the Mouth 
and Fauces.—The difference between the 
two last described affections is, that this is 
growth, the other decrement of substance ; 
the former being an eroding ulcerative dis- 
ease, the latter a {ungous production—the for- 
mer a scifrhous, the latter a medullary cancer. 

“8th. Cancer of the Tongue—This is 
not a smooth and firm rounded tubercle, but 
an irregular rugged knob in its first stage, 
generally situated in the anterior third, and 
midway between the raphé and one edge. 
It sometimes, but seldom, extends across 
the middle line, although it often extends 
alongside of it. The hardness is unyielding, 
inelastic, and the mucous surface puckered 
and rigid. It also gives to the finger and 
thumb of the surgeon the sensation of soli- 
dity, or of its penetrating the entire mus- 
cular substance, being perceived equally on 
either surface. Sharp shoots of pain are 
felt through the side of the affected organ, 
towards the angle of the jaw andear. The 
disease tends to run backward toward the 
base or posterior edge. It sometimes ac 
quires great bulk before ulceration takes 
place, so as to project the tongue from. the 
mouth. The ulceration often extends from 
the edge of the tongue to the membrane of 
the mouth and gums, when the elevated and 
distended membrane at length gives way, 
and ulceration is rapid. ‘he surface of the 
ulcer is very uneven, clean and bright gra- 
nulations appearing in parts, and in others 
deep and sloughy hollows. The darting pain 
is very acute, but only occasional. ‘There is 
a dull aching always present, and as con- 
stant a spitting as in deep salivation. The 
irritation is such as soon impairs the powers 
of life. It happens to strong and hitherto 
healthy persons, for the most part males, 
from the age of forty onwards. ‘There is 








generally an evening paroxysm of pain, and 
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the nightsare much disturbed, by the secre- 
tion accumulating in the throat, which ex- 
cites cough. ‘Towards the fatal termination 
of the disease, occasioual profuse hamor- 
thages take place at shortening intervals. 

“* Of all diseased states, this is one of the 


most pitiable, 1t admits of palliatives only, | 


and these very ineffective. 1 have seen 
= one case, wherein the ligature or knife 

been employed, and in which | did not 
witness, or hear of a recurrence of the dis- 
ease before a twelvemonth had elapsed. In 
several, in which the ligature had been 
reported successful from the finished state of 


the cicatrix, the disease returned. Excision | 
is hardly safe, when practicable, through | 


the sound The actual cautery and 
the lunar caustic are decidedly aggravant of 
the malady. ll stimulant applications, 
myrrh, alum, zinc, copper, and even borax, 
are painful, and tthe mischief. The 





carbonate of iron, and alkaline carbonates, | rynx 


are of no benefit in my experience. The 
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ease in most cases had commenced before 
the tooth was extracted. 

“10th. Cuncerous Fungus of the Nares 
and Antrum.—This is a growth essentially 
malignaut, to which the common lining mem- 
brane is subject, though it is happily rare, 
It has no character of tubercle, but, on the 
contrary, is a brittle or friable fungus, ex- 
cessively vascular, growing from whole 
surface of the cell. I have seen it com- 
mencing im, and proper to, the nares, but it 
is more frequently situated in the antrum. It 
distends the parietes enormously by its ra- 
pid growth, and although masses of it are 
cut or torn away, and the cautery applied to 
the cleared surface, it is reproduced again 
and again within the space of a few weeks. 
The separation is followed by excessive, 
even dange:ous, hemorrhage. It is deno- 
minated, improperly, the malignant polypus. 

** 11th. Cancer of the Fauces and Pha- 
.—Scirrhous tonsil is seldom seen. But 
the broad ‘papilla at the root of the tongue 
adjoining the base of the epiglottis, the ton- 





black wash (38s. of calomel suspended by 
mucilage in $j. of lime-water) is, upon the 
whole, the best application. 

“ 9th. Cancer of the Antrum.—This most 
disfiguring and destructive disease begins 
upon the lining membrane, and fitst shows 
itself in a bulging of the cheek under and 
upon the malar bone. The tumour is ele- 
vated, circumscribed, and hard, and the in- 
tegument has a blush of colour. The pain is 
inconsiderable, when the patient is alarmed 
by the appearance and increase of the swell- 
ing. ‘The nostril soon becomes closed on 
the same side, and the teeth loose ; they fall 
out, or are extracted, and a copious oozing 
of purulent ichor takes place into the mouth 
The introduction uf the probe by the nostril, 
or palate, is followed by free bleeding. If 
the alveolus is trephined, a fungus shoots 
up, fills the opening, and covers the gum. 
Next, the te becomes depressed, so that 
the arch on that side is lost, and either the 
eyelids are closed, or the eye protruded; 
and completely amaurotic in either case. In 
the mean time the external swelling gains 
size, is quite immoveable, and the skin ac- 
quires a livid hue. There are, commonly, 
one or more depressions where the boue is 
absorbed. These break and discharge pus. 
The patient suffers 2 good deal of burning 
and darting pain. The ulceration extends 
until the mouth communicates directly with 
the surface, and fluids escape from the. wide 
opening in the cheek. ‘The examination of 
these cases throws no light upon their ori- 
gin. It is a chaotic mass of coagula of 
lymph, and blood holding spicula of bone. 

“It is f to refer this 





or 
disease to the extraction of a molar tooth, 
which they say was followed by swelling, 
discharge, and locked jaw of long continu- 
ance ; but the probability is, that the dis- 
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sil glands, and the mucous follicles of the 
common membrane of the glottis and pha- 
rynx, are each of them occasionally proper 
seats of the disease, beginning in tumour and 
induration, and terminating in fungus. 

“12th. Cancer of the £ar.— 
The ear is rarely an original seat of cancer, 
although not unfrequently attacked by the 
encrcachment of an ulcer on the cheek, [ 
have once, however, seen the upper third 
of the external ear the exclusive seat of an 
indurated sore, having every character of 
cancer, and amputated the diseased piece, 
The wound healed, and the patient, | be- 
heve, remains sound. 

“13th. Medullary Tumour of the Inter- 
nal Ear.—I have seen one example of this 
disease. The sufferings of the patient were 
severe, from the confinement of its situation, 
and the displacement of parts; and the de- 
formity was excessive.” 

A brief description of the diseases of the 
head and face, which are sometimes mis- 
taken for cancer, concludes the paper. The 
crustaceous herpes ; a peculiar affection of 
the integuments, resembling elephantiasis ; 
lupus ; vatious species of ulcer affecting the 
mucous membrane of the mouth and tongue ; 
a globular (curable) tumour of the tongue, 
and polypi, vasicular and fleshy, are enume- 
rated as amongst the most frequent maladies 
liable to be confounded with malignant dis- 
ease. We copy what is stated of the glo- 
bular tumour of the tongue :— 

“ Globular Tumour of the Tongue— 
There is a tumour of the tongue, most like a 
marble in size and to the touch, situated 
deeply in its substance, and very uniform 
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and unyielding in its surface. I have inva- 
riably it disappear under the use of 
medicines calculated to improve the tone 
and secretions of the stomach, as the alka- 
lies, with bark or steel. It is occasionally 
mistaken for scirrhus. From the complete 
os which the tumour undergoes, I 
should suppose it to be a cyst containing an 
albuminous fluid; but I have never wounded 
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To the Editor of ‘Tus Lancer. 


Str,—I have read and preserved every 
Number of Tne Lancer, from the first to 
the last yet published, and consider it the 
most valuable medical work extant, but am 
sorry to find its pages so frequently taken 
up with metaphysical nonsense. 1 particu- 
larly allude to the communications of 
Messrs, Dermott and Thomas, who, | under- 
stand, are enatomists, and whose theories, or, 
rather, incomprehensible reveries, on vital 
principle, mind, or soul, betray their igno- 
rance of the subject, and are tiresome and 
unprofitable to the readers of Tue Lancer. 
It has been already declared by a gentleman 
of much higher authority than Messrs. Der- 
mott and Thomas, that this soul cannot be 
found in a dissecting-room, and, as I pre- 
sume they will still be unable to find it, they 
had much better confine their researches to 
that which they can find and demonstrate. 
Should these metaplysico-theologico-anato- 
mists wish to acquire any ratioual informa- 
tion respecting ‘‘ the soul and the spiritual 
system,” I take leave to recommend to their 
perusal ‘‘ Mirabaud’s System of Nature,” 
particularly the 98th and following pages of 
vol. i. 

There is an impression on the public 
mind, that some of the most celebrated 
anatomists in London are inclined to be 
scepul thing which, in this age of cant 
and humbug, is a dreadful imputation, and 
may materially injure the men who have the 
courage and honesty to avow it; of this, 
no doubt, Messrs. Dermott and Thomas 
are aware. 1am fully sensible that they are 
really religious, pious, and good men, but as 
the world 1s very censorious, some evil dis- 
posed persons may say, or think, that by 
professing to teach religious anatomy, the 
theatres of the sceptical anatomists will be 
deserted, and theirs filled with pious and 
religious students. 

I am, Sir, very faithfully, 
M. R.C, 

Stockton on Tees, July 29, 1829, 


No, 311, 
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VACCINATION—-MR,. LAMING’S CASE, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—Will you correct an impression 
which, I perceive, has been made by a 
paper of mine on vaccination, inserted at 
page 420. It is certainly no compliment to 
be made to deny that variola is oiten effec- 
tually prevented by vaccination; but I do 
mean to say that vaccination is not now de- 
pended on by the profession as a preventive, 
and that since its occasional failure in this 
respect is acknowledged, we can, in strict 
logic, depend only on its preparative influ- 
ence aguinst supervening small-pox. This 
sense | intended to have conveyed, but the 
remarks of ‘* Medicus Kdinensis,” in 
No. 309, have demonstrated that even a 
sensible man may require of another to re- 
peat his A BC before he will award him 
the credit of possessing so abstruse an ac- 
quirement. 

Perhaps your correspondent ‘‘ O.” has, 
by this time, met with some one who will 
kindly undertake to expound to his capacity 
what is usually meant by being ‘* convinced 
of error?” 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Ricuarp Lamine, 
89, Bishopsgate Withia, 
Aug. 3, 1829. 


THE COUNCIL OF THE COLLEGE. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—In your Number for August 1, you 
give us the welcome information that ‘ there 
are not less than eight highly liberal antl 
honourable-minded men”’ among the twenty- 


one who form our College Council. On 
meeting with this observation, I was agree- 
ably surprised ; for having been accustomed 
to consider individuals with such qualifica- 
tions as “ rari nantes in gurgite vasto,” I 
was not a little rejoiced to find so fine a 
brood of them amid the gentlemen of the 
Council, till I recollected that their motto 
was monopoly. 1 then thought it right to 
examine for myself, but was, upon inquiry, 
completely tantalised between the pleasure 
of your news on the one hand, and the con- 
tradictory aspect of the list you have printed 
on the other, Will there be any impro- 
priety then, Mr. Editor, in my putting to 
yourself and correspondents the query— 
Who these eight can be ? 

Hoping I shall be satisfied with the solu- 
tion, I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

Perens. 

As we cannot answer the very rational 
question of our correspondent, we must beg 
to refer him to Mr. Belfour, or to Mr. White 
of the Westminster Hospital—Ep. L. 
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LIABILITIES AND DISGRACEFUL REGULATIONS 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, August 15, 1829. 


a 

Aw opinion prevails, even among many 
well-informed persons, that no legal pro- 
ceedings can be instituted against the Coun- 
cil of the College of Surgeons; that the 
Council as a body, or its members indivi- 
dually, cannot be sued, in any form, in our 
courts of law, for the redress of any real or 
imaginary grievance. The constitution and 
powers of this vile corporation are already 
sufficiently objectionable, and it would be a 
work of supererogation, either to make or 
represent them to be worse than they 
really are. The Council may be usurpers, 
may be a set of impostors, having no right 
whatever to preside over the destinies of 
the profession ; but still they are amenable 
to the law. It is of great importance that 
the profession should be correctly informed 
on this subject, and in order to set the ques- 
tion quite at rest, we will extract a portion 
of the fifth clause of their Cuarrer, the 
instrument under the authority of which 
they have oppressed, degraded, and plun- 
The 


Gered their professional brethren. 
Council, of course, will not deny the excel- 
lence or the legality of thisdocument. The 
following is the passage to which we beg to 


direct special attention :— 

“That the Rovat Correce of Sur- 
Grons in Loypon, shall and may have per- 
petual succession, and a common seal, with 
power to break, alter, and make anew, the 
said seal, from time to time, at their will and 
pleasure, and by the same name, shall and 
may ImPLeAD, and be impieapep, before 
all manner of jristices, in all courts, and in 
all manner of actions an» surrs; and shall 
be at all times, and for ever hereafter, per- 
sons able and capable in Jaw to take, pur- 
chase, possess, hold, and enjoy, a hail or 
council-house, with its appurtenances, si- 
tuate within the cities of London or West- 





' 


minster, or within one mile of either of them, 
for the use and purposes of the said Col- 
lege.” 

According to the provisions of this clause 
it is perfectly clear, that there would be no 
more difficulty in instituting legal proceed- 
ings against this Corporation, then against 
any other, It is important that this should 
be known because some individual who 
may have been, or who may hereafter be 
injured, by this body, may have the spirit to 
seek for redress at the hands of a jury of his 
country, and should he not succeed in ob- 
taining pecuniary recompense for his wrongs, 
still he would have the satisfaction of laying 
before the world a complete history of the 
professional frauds committed by these cha- 
racterless monopolisers. We speak of them 
thus as a Corporation, and not of the mem- 
bers of that Corporation in their individual 
capacities ; for some of them are gentlemen 
of the highest intellectual attainments, and, 
in private life, the reputation of the whole 
of them for integrity, is, we believe, un- 
questioned. Yet how strange does it seem, 
that all the distinguishing attributes of a 
man’s character should disappear at the 
very moment he first breathes the pestifer- 
ous atmosphere of a corporate mansion. 
But is there, in fact, so sudden a change, or 
does the germ of evil only remain quiescent 
until it is stimulated to action by the cor- 
ruption engendered by irresponsible power. 
“Why,” says the immortal Shakspeare, 
‘‘ were laws made, but that we are rogues 
by nature ?”’ And when we see men in their 
corporate capacities the authors of actions at 
which, in private life, they would express the 
utmost disgust, is not the conclusion forced 
upon us, that the reputation for integrity 
which they have acquired, has been obtained 
by a course of conduct dictated by motives 
uf self-interest. In a country like this, 
every man who wishes to be successful in 
life, places a high value upon public 
opinion. Comparatively speaking, a man 
has only the power to do good or eyil, in 








proportion to the confidence, or want of 
confidence, reposed in him by his neigh- 
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The members of the Council, on entering 
the College, bind themselves under the 


bours. The fool, only, bids defiance to pub-|solemn obligation of an oath, to discharge 


lic opinion, The desire, therefore, of every 
man of sense, to obtain for himself, in all 
the relations of social life, an unimpeach- 
able character for integrity, is, in general, a 


their duties honestly and impartially ; and 
the ten, who are elected from the Council 
into the Court of Examiners, take an oath 
to a similar effect. ‘The oath is as fol- 


sufficient protection against individual and | lows :— 


private aggression. But what protection 
has the public against the acts of a sexr- 
PBRPETUATING and IRRESPONSIBLE body ? 
A Cuanrer which gives exclusive privi- 
leges to the setr-ELecten? No. Itis the 
terror of those who have to submit to its 
mandates, while it is the shield which pro- 
tects the irresponsible junto who thrive b7 
oppression, The public has here lost all 
security, because it is presumed hy the 
evil-doers, that a Law, however bad, sanc- 
tions their ings, and that corporate 
compact is a safeguard to individual charac- 
ter. But the rapacity of some men has 
induced them to extend this principle a 
little too far. Take the following “‘ regula- 
tion,” passed in March 1824, as an in- 
stance :— 

** And that all certiricates of attendance | 
at lectures on anatomy, physiology, the 
theory and practice of surgery, and of the 
performance of dissections, be not received 


« T, Anrnony Oysrer, do swear, that so 
long as I shall remain in the office of Ex- 
aminer, (or Councillor, as the case may be,) 
of the Royal College of Surgeons in London, 
that I will diligently maiptain the honour 
and welfare of the said College ; and in all 
things relating to my office, and with all 
manner of persons, act EQUALLY and IMPAR- 
TIALLY, secording to the best of my skill 
and knowledge. So help me God.” 

How does the ‘‘ mandate” we have just 
cited, agree in spirit and effect with this 
sacred obligation? The inquiry will not be 
without interest. Lf we were to judge of the 
talents of these legislators, by the wretched 
style and composition of this ‘‘ regulation,” 
we should say, that they are unfit to frame 
laws for the government of a kennel of dogs, 
certainly not for the members of a learned 
profession. As a specimen of grammar, 
truly it is beneath contempt ; but far other- 
wise, if taken as a specimen of corporate 

poly. The ‘ regulation” informs us, 





by the court, except from the appointed 
professors of avatomy and surgery, in nea 
universities of Dublin, Edinburgh, Glas-| 





that the worthy Court of Examiners ‘ will 
not receive certificates of attendance on 


gow, and Aderdeen, or from persons teach-| anatomy and surgery, except from the pro- 
ing in a school acknowLepcep by the | fessors in the Universities of Dublin, 
medival establishment of one of the recog- Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, (no 
nised hospitals, or from persons being phy-| mention whatever being made of the Uni- 
sicians or surgeons to any of those hos- | versities of Oxford and Cambridge,) or from 
pitals.” | persons teaching in a school acknowledged 

This ‘* regulation,” as it is styled, was by the’ medical establishment of one of the 
passed by the Court of Examiners, which recognised hospitals, or from persons being 
court consisted of the gentlemen whose physicians and surgeons to any of those 
names we here insert :—Hlenry Cline, Wil- hospitals.” Not only are Oxford and Cam- 
liam Norris, David Dundas, Thompson bridge excluded, but the clause does not 
Forster, Everard Home, Ludford Hervey, | contain even the word London. Were the 
William Blizard, William Lynn, John Aber- | legislators so impartial then, that they ex- 
nethy, Astley Cooper. eluded the surgeons of the metropolitan 
282 
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PROMOTION OF SOUND CHIRURGICAL, 


hospitals from the benefits of the law ? This tificates of lectures delivered in London 


question will be best answered by inserting | 


will not be received, “except from per- 


two other ‘clauses of the “ regulation”) sons teaching in a school acknowledged by 
published at the same time with the one we | the medical establishment of one of the hos- 


have already quoted. ‘ That from and after | 


the date hereof (March 19th, 1824,) the only 


schools of surgery nEcoGNIsED by the Court, 
be those of London, Dublin, Edinburgh, 


Glasgow, and Aberdeen. 

“ That certificates of attendance upon the 
chirurgical practice of an hospital, be not re- 
ceived by the Court, unless such hospital 
be in one of the above necocniseDd schools, 
and shall contain on an average one hundred 
patients.” These regulations the Examin- 
ers had the generosity to assert, were 


enacted ‘‘ to promote the cultivation of! 


sound chirurgical knowledge, and to dis- 
countenance practices of a contrary ten- 
dency!!” Stripping these clauses of all 


useless verbiage, what do we discover ? 
First, That the only recognised school of 

surgery in England, is that of London. 
Secondly, That the only recognised hos- 


pitals in England, are those of London. 

Thirdly, That all recognised certificates 
of attendance on lectures on surgery, deliver- 
ed in England, must come from the theatres 
of the hospitals, in London, or “ from per- 
sons teaching in a school ackNOWLEDGED 
by the medical establishment of one of the 
recognised hospitals,” in London. 

Fourthly, That aut certificates of attend- 
ance on hospital practice in England, must 
come from the hospitals of London. 

Thus the provincial hospitals and medical 
schools are all gone at “ one fell swoop.” 
** Sound chirurgical” can no where be 
taught, and must no where be bought, but in 
London ; and the great minds of these pro- 
moters of ‘* sound chirurgical,” could only 
discover even here, seven spots whereon the 
goddess of wisdom deigned to smile, only 
seven oases in the vast unintellectual 
desert of the country. For it is expressly 
stated, that London is not only the only re- 
cognised school in England, but that cer- 





pitals in London.” Thus, according to these 
regulations, act the fees paid by students 
for hospital attendance, and for lectures on 
anatomy, physiology, surgery, and the per- 
formance of dissections, ‘are placed at the 
entire, unqualified disposal, of the surgeons 
of the seven London hospitals, and this 
with a view to the promotion of ‘ sound 
chirurgical knowledge.” The Examiners, 
be it remembered, have been sworn to 
conduct themselves with the utmost honesty 
and impartiality ; and who can doubt their 
integrity’. To be sure their proceedings 
were somewhat in favour of the surgeons of 
the London hospitals, but the benefits con- 
ferred were merely with a view to the pro- 
motion of *‘ sound chirurgical, and to dis- 
countenance practices which had a contrary 
tendency.” The examiners, indeed, must 
have submitted with much pain to their 
“ sense of duty,” in passing “‘ regulations” 
so singularly favourable to the London hos- 
pitals, because, from their unfortunate con- 
nexion with those establishments, the laws 
which they had sworn to frame impartially, 
were darkened by an apparent partial as- 
pect. But, really, were any of the Examin- 
ers in the actual receipt of the fees paid by 
students into the coffers of the London 
hospitals, at the time this regulation was 
passed? With feelings of almost ungovern- 
able indignation, we are compelled to 
answer in the affirmative. Here are the 
Ten: — Cline, Home, Harvey, Blizard, 
Lynn, Norris, Dundas, Forster, Cooper, and 
Abernethy. And thus were eight of them 
connected, Mr. Cline was the uncle of Mr. 
Green, surgeon of St. Thomas’s Hospital ; 
Sir Everard Home was surgeon of St. 
George’s Hospital; Mr. Abernethy and Sir 
Ludford Harvey were surgeons of St, Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital ; Sir Williem Blizard 
was surgeon of the London Hospital ; Mr. 





NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 


Lynn was surgeon of the Westminster Hos- | the clause which we have extracted from the 
pital; Sir Astley Cooper was surgeon’ of | Charter, that a surgeon of a provincial hos- 
Gay’s Hospital, having also a agienlsie could not maintain an action against 
surgeon of that hospital, and another nephew the Council, for its refusal to receive his 
surgeon of St. Thomas's Hospital; and jcertificates?’) Who will contend that there 
Mr. Forster, although he had ceased to|is no remedy at daw, for such flagrant wrongs 
be surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, was still re- | as we have here exposed ? 

ceiving a portion of the fees paid by the| Ai fig for the control of the Council over 
students to the surgeons of that institution, | any of our hospitals, whether metropolitan 
he having, indeed, a short time previously va-| or provincial. The charter confers no such 
cated his office on that express condition: privilege. But the discussion of this ques- 
There was, also, Mr, Abernethy’s bond en- | tion we must defer till neat week. 
gagement with Mr. Stanley, of fourteen | 
thousand pounds for the anatomical chair, 
and a thousand minor links in the chain of NON-MEDICAL CORONERS. 








corruption which we need not notice. 
O, spirit of monopoly, how hideous art Zo the Editor of Tue Dustiy Mornino 
thou in all thy Protwan forms! How ava- Posr. 


ricious, how chilling to the ardour of the | Ma. Eprron,—Possibly some of your 
lovers of science ! Would either of these legal readers will have the kindness to 
state, whether there be any recent altera- 
. tion in the law in this country, which could 
pacity, have dared to say toa memner of | authorise a coroner to return a verdict 
the College of Surgeons, “ you shall not lec- without the assistance of a jury. I am 
ig anxious for such information, from an occur- 

ture on surgery without the permission of| 1.6 which took place on Monday last 
my nevey or noodle at Guy's Hospital?” when a certain functioaary directed the 
Would either of them have said to a sur- | burial of a child, which was was found dead 
> J ‘ . |in West Arran Street, without the sanction 

geon of the Bristol Hospital, ‘‘ The certi-| o¢ the verdict of a jury as to the cause of 
ficates of attendance on the surgical practice |death, The neighbourhood in which the 


— : |budy was found has become the resort of 
of your institution shall not be recognised, lcharacters of the worst description ; and it 


because you are incapable of instructing | was on the steps of a cellar, under one of 
students. I admit that your hospital ol public houses recently licensed there, 


, that it was discovered. 
t 
ee Se cree Oe ae Supposing that the infant bad not been 


than the /Vestminster, but your certificates | murdered, (although the appearance of the 
shall not be received.”’ Not a man of them | tongue, = eyes, e a indicated 
: . that it had,) yet, was there almost positive 
would have challenged the consequences of proof that a capital felony had been com- 


such insulting menaces. Yet from the | mitted by the concealment of the birth, in- 


tals of their C tion, this is the lan- | #smuch as that the body bore evidence that 
? ete > ches barring | the child had been born alive—that its un- 


guage with which they have insulted the | jatural parent had not had the assistance of 
surgeons of England, the language they have a midwife—and that it had been secreted 
addressed to the memaers of their own | ¥til concealment was no longer possible. 
College. Had these impudent monopolists 3 
been stripped, tarred, feathered, and hooted 


examiners, in his private and individual ca- 


This is only one amongst the many dis- 


through the streets, they would have suf- graceful errors which have characterised 
the conduct of non-medical coroners. The 


ind seq on ape quuty ineuneas coroner, we understand, in this instance, is 
by them for their shameless violation of the|, gesier in silks and satins. The greater 
rights aud privileges of their professional folly was with those who appointed him to 
brethren, Who will contend, after reading | his office. 











LUNATICS —CASAREAN OPERATION. 


ROYAL JULIUS HOSPITAL AT WURZBURG. 


Tue followin 
the 


aber 


ives a general view of the Admissions, Cures, Deaths, &c., in 
partment of the above Institution, from 1798 to 1823. 
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Most of the lunatics admitted were betwee 


n the age of 20 and 40; three were between 


13 and 15; ten above 50; and three above 60, 

The number of unmarried considerably surpassed that of married lunatics, The greatest 
number were of the middle and lower classes ; of the females, twenty were of rank, 

The remote causes were—perverted education; excessive sexual indulgence ; 
onanism ; too great abstinence from sexual intercourse ; jealousy ; despised love ; domes- 
tic discord ; deranged pecuniary affairs ; sudden loss of fortune ; religious fanaticism ; 
abuse of spirituous liquors; excessive mental exertion ; gambling, &c. Two females 


became deranged from their husbands having 


undergone public punishments, 





OBSTETRIC CLINIC AT PAVIA. 


CASAREAN OPERATION, 

Tue following two cases, in which this 
operation was performed, are contained in 
the report of the above institution for 1827 
and 1828 :— 

N.N., xtat. 30, of small stature, and for- 
merly subject to rachitis, was, in the eighth 
month of her first pregnancy, admitted into 
the hospital. On examination per vaginam the 
pelvis was found considerably deformed, and 
much smaller than usual, the sacro- pubic di- 
ameter being not more than two inches and 





a half; the oblique, three inches and a half; 
the pubi-coccygean, two inches, and the 
distance between the two ischiatie protube- 
rances, two inches and a half. Professor 
Lovati, who has the superintendence of the 
obstetric department, was at first inclined to 
think, that this was a case for the induction 
of premature labour ; but, on further consi- 
deration was convinced, that the diameters 
of the pelvis were too small even for this 
operation, and determined upon performing 
the cesarian section, in case there should 
exist no signs of the infant’s death during 
labour. After the discharge of the waters, 
the head of the child was found on the en- 
trance of the pelvis, rather large, and per- 





CH SAREAN OPERATION. 


fectly moveable; the movements of the 
child could be distinctly felt, both externall 
and internally. After a consultation wi 
the Professors Cairoli and Panizza, and a re- 
examination of the pelvic diameters, 
the ration was declared indispensable, 
and the spiritual life of the infant having 
been secured, by baptising it per vaginam, 
(assicurata la vita spirituale al feto col bat- 
tesimo per injezione,) was performed by 
Professor Lovati. The incision through the 
integuments having been made somewhat on 
one side of the median line, the gravid ute- 
ras readily presented itself, was divided in 
its middle and upper portion, and the child, 


together with the placenta, extracted. The | 


uterus appeared rather torpid, so that it was 
found necessary to inject cold water through 
the wound, in order to produce more ener- 
getic contractions, after which, the abdomi- 
nal cavity being cleansed from the extrava- 
sated fluids, the wound was united by means 
of a few sutures, adhesive plaster, and a 
bandage. The child was a male, full grown, 
and remarkably healthy. For about half an 
hour after the operation, the patient ap- 
pons perfectly tranquil, and almost free 
rom pain ; after this period, however, she 
was seized with vomiting and hiccup, and 
complained of great debility and faintness. 
The pulse was hardly perceptible, the extre- 
mities cold, the skin covered with cold sweat, 
and the abdomen hot and tumid. These 
symptoms were considered as the effect of 
hemorrhage into the peritoneal cavity, from 
the torpid state of the uterus; iced lemonade, 
with ether, was given internally, and cold 
fomentations made over the abdomen, which 
produced a transitory alleviation, after 
which the symptoms returned with increased 
force, and the patient died a few hours after 
the operation. On examination of the body, 
the abdominal cavity was found filled with 
fluid and coagulated blood; the uterus was 
very flaccid and voluminous ; the wound had 
not united, and the interval between its 
edges, as well as the cavity of the uterus, 
was filled with blood. 

The second case was that of a married 
woman of 36 years, of scrofulous habit, who 
six years before had been delivered, for the 
third time, without any great difficulty. In 
her 3ist year, she was taken with violent 
wandering pains over the whole body, which 
were treated asa rheumatico-arthritic affec- 
tion, but frequently returned. Having sub- 
sequently become pregnant for the fourth 
time, they became more violent than ever, 
and continued almost uninterruptedly, so 
that she was at last obliged to apply for ad- 
mission into the civil hospital, which she 
entered in the fifth month of pregnancy. 
At this period she could not stand up, the 
spinal column being evidently curved ante- 
riorly, and, at every attempt to walk, she was 
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observed to bend the upper part of the trunk 
more and more, at the same time she com- 
plained of most acute pain in the pelvic re- 
gion and the lower extremities, especially 
when walking, and was tormented by insa- 
tiable hunger; a symptom which other wri- 
ters, especially Monteggia, have very fre- 
quently observed in osteomalacia, which her 

isease was declared to be. In this state, 
the period of parturition approached, and on 
examination per vaginam, it appeared that 
the pelvis was greatly deformed, the hori- 
zontal branches of the os pubis standing 
higher than the promontory, and the sacro- 
pubic diameter being not more than about an 
inch and a half, so that delivery was impos- 
|sible by the natural way. After several 
days of continued pain, the waters were 
discharged, and, on repeated examination, 
the movements of the child were distinctly 
felt, both externally and internally ; the os 
uteri was slightly dilated, though not suf- 
ficiently so that it might be ascertained 
which part presented. The child was mean- 
while christened per vaginam, and the opera- 
tion was postponed until the following day, 
when the os uteri being more dilated, the 
child was found to present with the breech. 
The operation was performed after a consul- 
tation with, and in the presence of, the Pro- 
fessors Cairoli and Panizza, and in the same 
manner as in the first case. ‘he child, a 
full grown healthy female, was — 
along with the placenta; after an injection 
of cold water into the uterus, the wound 
was closed. ‘he symptoms after the ope- 
ration corresponded with those observed in 
the first case, and clearly indicated an inter- 
nal hemorrhage, which appeared, how- 
ever, to be arrested by the use of cold baths. 
In the afternoon the patient felt much better, 
the hiceup, vomiting, &c., had ceased, but the 
abdomen was still swelled, though free from 
pain, even on moderate pressure ; the lochial 
discharge was natural, and the pulse tran- 
quil. The patient had eaten a little, and 
took the decoction of tamarinds as her com- 
mon beverege. She passed a very restless 
night, and on the following morning com- 
plained of headach and pain in the abdomen, 
the swelling of which bad somewhat sub- 
sided. The child was now for the first time 
put to the breast. In the afternoon, the 
symptoms of internal hemorrhage returned, 
and, under the use of cold baths, again sub- 
sided. In the evening she was seized with 
shivering ; the pulse was very small and 
hard ; the abdomen painful and tumid; the 
lochial discharge rather scanty ; the bowels 
costive. An emollient clyster was injected ; 
the decoction of tamarinds continued, and 
the patient took a very small quantity of 
light bread. ‘The following night she was 
very restless, and on the next morning vo- 


mited frequently, and complained of great 











faintness. The head was rather affected ; 
the pulse very small and quick; the skin 
dry and hot; the lochial 
most ceased; the breasts were collapsed, 
respiration was hurried, and there was slight 
delirium. The external wound was found 
of healthy appearance. No a * was 
made in the plan of treatment. In the 
evening the above symptoms continued ; 
the countenance was pale and collapsed ; 
two blisters were applied to the hypogastric 
region, She passed another very restless 
night, and died in the afternoon of the fourth 
ay. 

On examination of the body, a consider- 
able quantity of blood was found extravasated 
in the abdomen; the peritoneum slightly 
inflamed, and covered with puriform lymph ; 
the uterus completely contracted, and the 
wound in it almost completely healed. Be- 
sides the softening of the osseous part of the 

lvis, its cavity was found considerably 

iminished by osteo-sarcomatous tumours ; 
and all the bones of the body were found 
softened, so as to be easily cut with the 
scalpel, and in some parts without any trace 
of cancellous structure or earthy matter.— 
Annals Univ. d’ Medicina. 





ITALIAN HOSPITALS, 


In the Hospital of the Holy Ghost, at 
Rome, during the year 1820, 10,572 pa- 
tients were admitted, of whom 9454 were 
cured, and 885 died. The hospital is very 
unfavourably situated, and intermittent fe- 
vers of a malignant character are very fre- 
quent in it, especially in the summer months, 
during which, the daily average consump- 
tion of cinchona amounts to about 50 Ibs. ; 
the quantity of bark consumed in Rome and 
its environs, amounted in 1820 to not less 
than 10,200 Ibs. 

In the great hospital at Palermo in 1823, 
5149 patients were admitted, of whom 585 
died. Inthe hospital San Bartolo, of 897 
patients, 107 died. The mortality at the 
hospital Santa Teresa was enormous, of 185 
patients, 84 died. In the foundling house, 
attached to the great hospital, in the same 
year, of 590 children who were admitted, 
460 died.— Med. Chir. Zeitung. 





ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


DISEASE 

James Panker, aged 45, admitted, 16th 
July, into Abraham's Ward, No. 9, under the 
care of Dr, Elliotson. States, that three 
mouths ago, whilst wheeling a barrow of 


OF THE HEART. 


had al- | headach 





ITALIAN HOSPITALS.—DISEASE OF THE HEART, 


sand, he was seized with acute pain in the 
left side, pain in the head, and vertigo. The 
is now gone, but he still complains 
of great pain and tenderness at the lowest part 
of the cardiac region, chiefly of its left half ; 
inability to lie on the left side, difficulty of 
breathing, and dry cough. ‘There is a more 
than usually dead sound, on percussion of 
the cardiac region i Brest impulse of the 
left ventricle felt in the arteries ; a loud 
rough sawing sound just before the pulse, 
heard most distinctly on the left side of 
sternum, at the upper part of the cardiac 
region, but audible nearly all over the chest; 
and occasionally in its stead a small shrill 
sound, preceded by a slight noise, like suck- 
ing. There is a purring thrill, also, most 
perceptible at the left superior part of car- 
diac region. Pulse 108, strong and full ; 
tongue whitish ; bowels open. On the card 
at the foot of his bed is written, ‘ Hyper- 
trophy, with dilatation of the left ventricle 
of the heart, and disease of the tricuspid 
valve; or, at least, a narrowing of the right 
auriculo-ventricular opening.” Ordered, 


Venesection to a pint ; 
Submuriate of mercury, 5 grains three 
times a day, and for diet, slops only. 


17. Blood is buffed, but not cupped, and 
the crassamentum not firm. ‘The pain in his 
side continues very severe, on account of 
which he has been unable tosleep. Pulse 
108, full and strong ; bowels moved twice, 
Repeat venesection to a pint immediately, 
and again to-morrow morning. 

18. Blood abstracted pean not cupped 
or buffed; the pain and tenderness of car- 
diac region much diminished; pulse 96, 
soft, and less full; bowels open; mouth 
slightly affected with the mercury. 

19. Mouth sore; better. Omit the sub- 
muriate of mercury. 

21. Free from all pain and tenderness, ex- 
cepting soreness of mouth from mercury ; 
bowels open ; pulse soft and full; less dif- 
ficulty of breathing. A pint of milk —_ 

25. No pain; much less impulse of left 
ventricle, and but litile difficulty of breath- 
ing; pulse soft and full; bowels open. 

28. No pain or tenderness; feels far less 
beating ; lies as well on the left side as on 
the right; breath much easier; impulse of 
left ventricle much less; auricular sawio 
sound and thrill also diminished; mou 
still sore ; about two stools daily. 

31. Feels so well, that he wishes to leave 
the hospital. Milk diet. 

Dr. Elliotson observed, that from the great 
pain, and even tenderness, on pressure, in 
the cardiac region, there was evidently an 
inflammatory state, at least, of the pericar- 
dium, and, on that account, he mercurialised 
the patient, at the same time that he bled 
him. This case, as well as the two follow- 
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ing, is a good illustration of the benefit 
that may be derived, in such affections, by 
antiphlogistic measures. 


ANEURISM OF THE ABDOMINAL AORTA— 
ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 

Thomas Spurring, admitted into Abra- 
ham’s Ward, No. 18, on the 16th July, 
under Dr. Elliotson ; he is a short stout 
man, 45 years of age, and states, that about 
three years ago, he was afflicted with severe 
pains in the abdomen, and constipation of 
the bowels, and about nine months after, 

rceived a pulsation about the navel. The 
os g has continued ever since, and there 
is now strong pulsation of the abdominal 
aorta, just above the navel, to the extent of 
about four inches, accompanied by severe 
pain in the part, so bad, indeed, as to dis- 
turb his sleep. The pain and throbbing are 
much worse when lying on the back ; dif- 
ficulty of breathing brought on by any exer- 
tion; has slight cough, and mucous expec- 
toration, with hoarseness of voice ; action 
of heart strong; pulse 94, full and hard; 
tongue coated, whitish; bowels generally 
costive. Milk diet ; venesection to a pint. 
A dose of house physic. 

17. Blood withdrawn yesterday not cup- 
ped, and but slightly buffed ; the pain of 
aneurism diminished ; pulse 102, soft, and 
less full. Bowels acted on once only. House 
physic daily. ‘To be bled to a pound imme- 
diately ; not cupped or buffed. 

18. Has passed a good night, and is 
nearly free from pain; feels the pulsation 
less, and can lie with greater ease on his 
back ; bowels open twice; tongue clean ; 
pulse 90, soft. 

21. Pulsation diminighed ; free from pain ; 
pulse soft and full; bowels open. Vene- 
Section to a pound, 

22. Blood not inflamed; sleeps well; 
bowels open ; pulse soft ; rather full. 

25. Pulsation diminished, and now causes 
but —_ uneasiness ; bowels open. 

28. No pain in the aneurism, and lies 
comfortably on his back, but complains of 
great pain above the right hip, extending 
along the outer side of the thigh to nearly 
the inner condyle, and felt also on the in- 
step; pain on motion or pressure immedi- 
ately ind the great trochanter; pulse 
full aud strong. lt appears, that on the 
evening of the 26th, he was sitting under a 
wall, in a draught of air for half an hour, 
without any stockings, and with very bad 
shoes, and the attack of pain came on the 
night after. To be cupped on the right hip 
to apint. A warm bath. 

29. The pain has~entirely left the hip, 
ree he now complains of the right knee and 
loot ; tongue coated, white ; bowels open; 
pulse 98, lead full. 


_ ANEURISM. 
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31. Has some beadach and shooting pains 
in the right hypochondriac region, increased 
on inspiration; pain in the right ancle, 
which is hot and swelled ; does not sweat, 
tongue whitish ; dislikes milk diet. Twenty 
leeches to the right side, and twelve to the 
foot. Fever diet. 


Colchicum wine, half a fluid drachm, three 
times a day. 


August 3, The pain is now in the left 
knee and foot ; bowels open ; tongue whit- 
ish; pulse soft, and rather small. Twenty 
leeches to the left foot. Dry diet. 

5. Rheumatism considerably better ; 
pulse 9%, soft; tongue less coated ; bowels 
purged. 

Colchicum wine, half a fluid drachm ; 

Tincture of opium, five minims, three 

times a day. 


11. Has lost all pain in the limbs, and the 
pulsation of the tumour is much diminished, 
causing him only slight uneasiness. Bowels 
open, and complains only of weakness and 
slight stiffness of the joint. 


ANEURISM OF THE ASCENDING AORTA. 


William Andrews, a strong, healthy-look- 
ing man, aged 53, was admitted into Jacob’s 
Ward, under the care of Mr. Green, on the 
25th of June, with a strongly pulsating tu- 
mour beneath the third and fourth ribs, on 
the right side of the sternum ; a constant 
dull pain at the part, and in the course of 
the artery and nerves of the right arm, from 
about two inches below the axilla, to about 
an inch and a half above the inner condyle, 
Difficulty of breathing; inability to lie on 
the left side, but can lie flat on his back, 
States, that about three weeks ago, while 
—s great exertion, he suddenly expe- 
rienced a severe pain in the (present) situ- 
ation of the aneurism, and some days after, 
the pulsating tumour appeared. There is 
no bellows sound, merely a strong pulsation, 
bowels open. Venesection to twelve ounces‘ 
House diet. 

July 1. Still complains of considerable 
pain, and the tumour pulsates strongly. 


Venesection to 8 ounces ; 
Extract of conium, five grains, three 
times a day. 
10. Pain in the arm, and tumour dimi- 
nished. Transferred to Dr. Elliotson. 


Venesection to 12 ounces ; 
Extract of stramonium, one grain every 
night. Milk diet. 
14. Pain of the arm gone ; pain of aneu- 
rism reduced, and the pulsation and swell- 
ing somewhat less. Venesection to a pint. 


17. Swelling and pulsation of the tumour 
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634 HARE-LIP.—INJURIES FROM FALLS. 


much less, Lies down ly well on 
either side, and feels much better in all re- 
spects, except that the joints are painful and 
rather hot. 
Colchicum wine, half a fluid drachm, 
three times a day. 


23, Feels so well, that he cannot be pre- 
vailed upon to stay longer in the hospital. 

It was remarked by Dr. Elliotson, that 
this aneurism arose, like the similar case 
of Baimestar’s, (reported at page 533 of 
Tut Lancet,) and that the two foregoing 
cases alsoarose from the same cause, the 
lining membrane, probably, having expe- 
rienced in each a degree of laceration, in 
the above case of diseased heart, chronic 
inflammation having been excited, The 
ease being free from all preternatural sound, 
shows, as well as the foregoing case of ab- 
dominal aneurism, that aneurism is not ne- 
cessarily attended by bruit de soufflet. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


HARE-LIP. 


Mr. Lloyd, July 25, performed the ope- 
ration for the cure of this imperfection upon 
an infant apparently about two months old. 
From beginning to ~ a portion of the | P: 

To 


under part of the lip from the gum, to effec- 
tually paring off the edges of the fissure, six 
minutes and a half elapsed; and by the 
time the parts were brought together in the 
usual manner by two 2 i Oy five more 
minutes were consumed. e impression 
was, that the operation was by no means 
cleverly performed. Much difficulty was 
experienced in raising the lip from the gum, 
and in cutting off the edges. The operator 
ascribed the prolonged suffering of the poor 
little patient to the discreditable choice of, 
and state in which he found, the hospital in- 
struments, and declared that he would never 
again operate here, without either being 
previously satisfied that the instruments of 
the institution were in proper order, or he 
had his private instruments at command. 
The instruments, such as they were, (un- 
couth enough, God knows,) were examined 
before the helpless sufferer was laid on the 
table. 


INJURIES FROM FALLS. 


—— Warners, wtat. 45, of dark com- 
plexion, spare habit, and idiotic for several 
years past, was admitted into Rahere’s 
ones ward, July 11, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence. ‘The poor fellow had got to the 
top of a house in Red Cross Street, sup- 
posing, ‘as it was believed, that he was 





going to paint some part of it, having pre- 
viously been a painter, and fell me hy 
sky-light, a distance of fifty feet. 
right thigh was fractured in two places, and 
the summit of the head severely injured. 
He was perfectly insensible when brought 
into the hospital, and remained so without 
the remotest ptom of returning reeson 
till the night of the 24th, when he expired, 


Adam Bicknell, wtat. 42, a painter, tall, 
sallow, and slender, in the habit of drinkin 
rather freely, both of spirits and porter, fel 
from the top of a ladder, an immense 
distance, receiving considerable injury about 
the left hip, and a compound ture of 
the olecranon of the left arm ; was admitted 
into Rahere’s Ward, under the care of Mr. 
Lawrence, May 2@, in a state of insensi- 
bility. Bled to eighteen ounces ; ‘to have a 
lotion of the subacetate of lead applied to 
the arm; compound senna draught to be 
taken immediately. 

24. Apply eighteen leeches to the arm, 
and place the patient on a high bedstead. 

June 6. Is somewhat sensible. Com- 
plains of great pain about the pelvis, 
though, he says, he feels still more abdut 
the elbow-joint. The elbow much inflamed 
and swollen; discharges a thin offensive 
pus; respiration and pulse very quick. 
a very restless and delirious night. 
Apply a large poultice round the elbow- 
joint, and keep the bowels open. 

8. Mr. Lloyd, who has just seen the case 
in the absence of Mr. Lawrence, thinks the 
external opening communicates with the 
joint. Pulse weak, and 90; tongue brown 
and dry. The limb much in the same state. 
Continue the remedies as before. 

13. Has become sensible, and complains 
principally of pain in the arm, The tongue 
clean, but he does not sleep well at night. 
Mr. Lawrence has. made an incision on the 
outer side of the limb, from about the in- 
sertion of the deltoid, through the skin and 
integuments, to a hand-breadth below the 
joint. This exposed a large portion of cel- 
lular tissue in a state of inflammation and 
suppuration, which emitted a most offen- 
sive odour. Continue the poultice. 

15. A large slough of the cellular mem- 
brane has come away through the wound. 
The muscles underneath have a healthy ap- 
pearance. A copious discharge of very 
fetid yellow greenish pus. Continues more 
sensible, and has been ordered eight ounces 
of brandy. 

19, The surface of the wound is healthily 
granulating. It has been found necessary 
to make another incision on the inner side 
of the forearm, through which a very con- 
siderable additional discharge has taken 


place. 
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ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 635) 


August 5. The arm has proceeded slow! 
to heal; the bowels have been regulated, 
the constitution supported, and the patient 
is almost able to leave the hospital. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


. 
ANEURISM OF TIIE AORTA. 


Groroce Sraunron, extat. 30, a shoe- 
maker, of slight form and short stature, 
bred up in the metropolis, was admitted 
under Sir George Tuthill, M.D., 17th of 
July, 1829, with supposed disease of the 
kidneys. He states that his childhood was 
remarkably healthy, but that in his seven- 
teenth year he had an attack of typhus 
fever, which impaired his health for a 
considerable time. He is a bachelor, and 
has never been much addicted to venery, or 
the subject of lues. Drink (chiefly gin and 
porter) he freely indulged in, and was con- 
sidered a jovial fellow by his shopmates, 
with whom he was in the habit of getting 
drunk once a week. His father and brother 
suffered much from gravel. 

His health fell off in the beginning of 
January, some time after receiving a severe 
blow on the back whilst inebriated. Pain 
was first felt in the back, even with the 
tenth dorsal vertebra. His appetite and 
strength gradually diminished, aud he con- 
sulted a medical man, who confined him to 
his bed, and furnished him with medicines 
to act on the bowels. 

About the end of March, he experienced 
an acute pain at the pit of the stomach, with 
palpitations of the heart, which continued, 
with more or less intensity, until the be- 
ginning of June, when the symptoms en- 
tirely disappeared. 

Early in Joly, he caught a severe cold, 
which produced a cough, and all his sensa- 
tions, palpitations, and pains, returned in an 
aggravated degree. 

The following symptoms are now extant : 
lying supinely on the right side, being un- 
able to lie on the left ; countenance natural, 
though slightly pale ; ale vasi rather more 
distended than natural; respiration accele- 
rated, about thirty breathings ia a minute, 
and the action of the heart exceedingly 
strenuous, perceptible at some yards’ dis- 
tance. Throughout the thorax, the loud 
beat of the heart prevails over the long 
sound of the respiration, he ‘‘ bruit de 
soufflet” quite distinct both at the basis 
sterni and between the cartilages of the 
fifth and sixth ribs. Pupils dilated ; no pain 
of head; tongue furred; pulse 80, feeble, 
thrilling ; skin natural ; bowels open; urine 





moderate in quantity, highly coloured, and 
depositing a sabulous sediment. 

The back-ache extends to-day nearly as 
high as the shoulders, but it is not increac 2d 
by motion. The following medicines or- 
dered :-— 

Decoction of juniper berries, one ounce ; 

Spirit of nitre, half a drachm. Mix, and 

form a draught, to be taken thrive a 
day. A table-spoonful of castor oil to 
be taken every morniug. Spoon diet. 


20. His nights are restless; an increase 
of pain under the sternum; action of the 
heart unaltered to-day, although it occasion- 
ally remits towards morning ; a soreness of 
the epigastrium ; a part of the integument 
covering the right side of the thorax, cor- 
responding to the cartilages of the fourth, 
fifth, sixth, and seventh ribs, perfectly in- 
sensible. ‘This draught is to be given three 
times a day, in lieu of that last prescribed : 

Almond emulsion, one ounce ; 

Tincture of foxglove, ten minims. Mix. 


21. The pain is less acute ; but, to pro- 
duce sleep, it is necessary to give him a 
pill of a grain of opium, and two grains of 
ipecacuanha every night. 

23. No great variation [till this evening; 
an increase of pain took place in the spine, 
darting forwards to the breast-bone; the 
face became anxious, and the breathing was 
nearly suspended, ‘The action of the heart 
feeble and intermitting, as if restrained b 
a superior power. Pulse at the wrist felt 
with difficulty. He was bled to six ounces, 
and experienced immediate subsequent re- 
lief; the heart and pulse were freed. The 
opiate pill, and other remedies, continued. 

24. Tbe ease experienced after the vene- 
section continued about an hour, when the 
poor fellow returned to his wonted state. 
fo-day he has pain in the right hypochon- 
drium, relieved by a deep inspiration ; fall 
the emunctories act well, except the bowels, 
which are confined. Perspiration profuse. 
The cardiac pulsations less violent. No 
“‘ bruit de soufflet.’ The impulse of the 
heart pereeptible at the left wrist, but not 
syochronous with the pulse. The medi- 
cmes discontinued, and a grain of calomel 
given every night, with a dose of castor oil 
in the morning. 

25. It is found necessary to add a grain 
of opium to his night pill, No variation of 
symptoms, 

29. The man continued in nearly the 
same state, except that he became more 
querulous, until this evening about eight 
o'clock, when he was heard to say in his 
usual tone, ‘‘ my breath is stopping ;” he 
immediately turned on his right side, and 
became perfectly still; he was supposed to 
be sleeping, until, at ten o’clock, he was 
discovered to be dead and cold. 
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Autopsy fourteen hours after decease. 

At first view of the body, the right side 
was seen to be much more prominent than 
the left. The abdomen being first opened, 
all the viscera of that cavity and of the pel- 
vis were found perfectly healthy ; on the 
right side the liver was pushed down into 
the lumbar region, and the right half of the 
diaphragm conver towards the abdomen. 
The sternum was now raised, and tke left 
lung was ascertained to be nearly healthy, 
an incipient hepatization only being per- 
ceptible. On the right side the thorax was 
impacted with coagulum, which, on being 
removed and measured, amounted to five 
pints; adhesions had taken place at the 
apex around the root, and on the anterior 
surface of the lung, which rendered care 
necessary in searching for the source of the 
hemorrhage ; at last an opening was found 
in the posterior mediastinum, behind the root 
of the lung, communicating with an aneuris- 
mal cavity in the descending aorta, which 
extended from the third to the sixth dorsal 
vertebra. Auteriorly the tumour was in- 
separably adherent to the wsophagus, the 
posterior side of which was reduced to a thin 
pellicle ; when the finger was passed into 
the cavity, it was found to be that of a cir- 
cumscribed false aneurism. Portions of the 
bodies of the fourth, fifth, and sixth verte- 
bre, and about three inches of the surface 
of each corresponding right rib, were ab- 
sorbed, and the cancelli in contact with the 
coagulum. The vena azygos ran upwards 
between, and in contact with, the aneuris- 
mal bag, and the root of the lung, and had 
its coats unaffected. As the aneurism was 
not opened, it was impossible to ascertain 
the state of the sympathetic and intercostal 
nerves, which were situated in the walls of 
the tumour. The heart was pale, but per- 
fectly healthy in its structure, and an ounce 
of serum was discovered in the pericar- 
dium, 


AMPUTATION OF THE HAND. 


Mr. Guthrie amputated, on Saturday last, 
the hand of John Watts. About four months 
previously, he had been admitted with a 
severe wound of the left hand, occasioned by 
the bursting of a blunderbuss; the thumb 
and index finger were torn off, and the car- 
pal joint exposed. Mr. Guthrie thought it 
im tto save the three remaining fingers, 
and succeeded in healing the wound, but 
with a stiff wrist joint. The man soon 
found his stiff tricuspid member rather an 
impediment than a help, and as he suffered 
considerable pain at every change of wea- 
ther, he became urgent for its removal. 
The limb was removed, according to Lis- 
frane’s method, with a catlin ; the operation 
was very neatly done. Mr. Guthrie said, 





AMPUTATION.—MR. TUSON ON 


it had been objected to this mode of ope- 
rating, that the arteries were left very long ; 
but this objection was of no weight, as 
nothing was easier then to snip off the end 
of the artery with a pair of scissars. This 
was demonstrated in the present case. 


Three arteries were taken up, and being too 
long, were trimmed in the maoner directed. 





ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF OPERATING FOR 
ANEURISM OF THE CAROTID ARTERIES- 


By Joux Tuson, Esq., Surgeon. 


Havine paid a good deal of attention to 
the accounts published in various medical 
works of the operations for aneurismal en- 
largements of the carotid arteries, particu- 
larly to the case of John Mason, lately pub- 
lished, (p. 570)—finding, also, by the post- 
mortem examination, just such appearances 
as | conceived would naturally be the result, 
and from observations, previously made, of 
their career A fatal termination, I am very 
much induced to doubt the propriety of their 
performance. That the arteries may be tied 
with safety, is true ; that the tumours will 
be diminished in consequence, will be 
readily allowed; that where there is much 
vessulasiay,the wounds will heal, and that 
patients have been discharged from the hos- 
pital apparently well, we know to be the 
case ; but we seldom hear what the subse- 
quent health of the patients has been, 
Though a material difference of opinion 
may exist between us respecting its pro- 
priety, | beg it may be understood, it 
18 not my intention to offer the yy 
disrespect to any of the distinguished indi- 
viduals whose names may be mentioned in 
this discussion, as it is of the greatest im- 
portence to society that this operation 
should be viewed in all its bearings, and 
that its principles and practical utility 
should be carefully and maturely weighed ; 
my object in writing on this subject is 
directed to it for the sake of humanity, and 
the benefit of the profession. Mr. Wardrop 
has stated some successful cases where the 
ligature has been applied. As far as the 
stopping the circulation, and diminishing 
the tumour go, they are satisfactory, and iu 
any other artery, I have no hesitation in 
saying, it may be advantageously used. In 
the case of the lady, seventy-five years of 
age, it appears there was a progressive 
diminution of the bulk of the aneurism, and 
the strength of its pulsations ; that, on the 
fourteenth day after the ration, it was 
not | than half its bulk, and that, at the 
end of the fifth week, the ligature came 
away, and the patient's health appeared to 
be perfectly re-established, but with the 
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subsequent state of health we are un-|siderableextent; that there was pus effused 


uainted. Another case is that of Now-|in great quantity round the 


was tied for 
In the ac- 


len in where canal 


commissure 
icorum, and along the whole 
in, and in the fourth ventricle. 


tractuum 
base of the 


pga me ee on the . 
count in Tue Lancer, it appears that the It was contained between the pia mater and 


about the middle | tunica arachnoidea. 


operation was 
of September, 1827. He went on well till 


An effusion of 
equally copious occupied the whole length 


the fifth day after the operation, when he of the spinal chord interposed between the 


had a severe rigour; after which he was 
atfected with general febrile symptoms ; on 
the seventh hemorrh occurred ; eighth, 
no hemorrhage, but general febrile symp- 
toms continue. Inthe account in Tue Lan- 
cer, of the 6th of October, 1827, it is stated 
that venous hemorrhege had occurred daily 
since the operation; on the eleventh day 
he complained of pain in the left eyeball 
and orbit ; he also expetienced some degree 
of deafness, and was remarkably drowsy, 
and his intellects were affected. On the 





same membranes. 

I am of opinion that the effects of this 
operation are always seriously felt, and that 
incalculable mischief must be the result, and 
always ensues; and that, from the import- 
ance of the function of the artery operated 
upon, it has never been performed with the 
impunity which has been ascribed to it. 
Contemplating the complexity of the mecha- 
nism of the brain, the delicacy of its struc- 
ture, the importance of its office, the minute 
ramification of its blood-vessels, with an 


1%th, these symptoms had increased, com- | organisation of nerves too minute and subtle 


plete blindness and deafness succeeded, and | 
he was affected with a degree of stupor al- 
On the fourteenth | 
day after the operation, every disagreeable | 
symptom had subsided, except the protru-| 


most bordering on coma, 


for inspection, by which we receive all our 
corporeal enjoyments, and the fact that 
even the powers of the mind are extensively 
cae by its action,—when we like- 
wise consider that the senses of smelling, 


sion of the eyeball; the tumour had di-| seeing, hearing, tasting, and feeling, each 


minished most perceptibly in size, and bad | 


lost, in some degree, its varicose appearance, 
and the patient had fairly surmounted the 
dangers of the operation, In Tue Lancer 
of the 15th of October, it is stated that on 
the 10th, protrusion of the eyeball had pro- 
ceeded to a great extent, and that effusion 
of serum had taken place between the con- 
junctiva and sclerotic coats, but that the tu- 
mour was diminished ; that two small ab- 
scesses had formed under the integuments 
of the back of the neck, and of the posterior 
part of the scapula; that, on the 18th,a 
slough was formed on the upper portion of 
the sclerotic coat, and that the evacuation 
of the contents was the speedy consequence. 
On the twenty-fifth day the tumour was one 
half less, the ligature came away, the pulsa- 
tion was slight, and the integuments had 
resumed their natural appearance ; the tem- 
poral, occipital, and posterior aural arteries, 
did not pulsate. These statements do not 
exactly tally. ‘his is all we have heard of 
this case since, till he was admitted into the 
Middlesex Hospital, under the care of Mr. 
Mayo, on the 4th of January, for lumbar ab- 
scess, attended with great emaciation, and 
hectic fever; he became delirious on the 
19th, and unable to void his urine, which 
was drawn off from him by the catheter; on 
the 2ist he died. 

When the patient came to the hospital, 
the tumour, Pt the removal of which the 
operation had been performed, pulsated 
strongly. By the post-mortem examination, 
it appeared that the common carotid artery 
was obliterated, and that the internal jugular 
vein was apparently impervious to a con- 





of which is a secret world of wonders, all 
emanate from, and are supported by the 
powerful influence of its inexplicable orga- 
nisation,—I say, when we accurately con- 
sider all these circumstances, hew is it pos- 
sible but that material derangement must 
arise from the privation of an artery so essen- 
tially necessary for so primary and import- 
ant an organ? Perhaps I may be told that 
the circulation can be carried on by means 
of the vertebral arteries forming the basilar 
artery, sending off the arterie communi- 
cantes posteriores Willisii, anastomosing 
with the arterie communicantes anteriores, 
sent off from the internal carotid ; as also 
by means of the anterior cerebral artery, a 
branch of the internal carotid uniting with 
its fellow by a cross branch, which com- 
pletes the circle of Willis, and that by 
these means the communication can be car- 
ried on by which the blood will pass from 
one internal carotid to the other. In reply 
to this, I must observe, that though by this 
wonderful precaution taken for our preser- 
vation, the brain would have been protected 
from any disease arising and gradually oblite- 
tating any one of its vessels, and have been 
capable of averting any evil that might 
have assailed it; yet here, where so serious 
and sudden an injury is inflicted, I conceive 
we egregiously err in expecting it; and if we 
refer to the case of Mason, (Lancer, p, 570) 
where the operation was performed in so 
masteriy a manner by that excellent sur- 
geon Mr. Vincent, on the right carotid, one 
of the cases above alluded to, we find hemi- 
plegia supervened in about half an hour after 
the operation on the left side ; that all mo- 
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tion was gone, though the sensation had not 
entirely ared; that the sensation 
on the right and extremities was par- 
tially affected : thus my statement of the dan- 
gerous effects of intercepting this souree of 
the circulation h the brain will be 
. ‘That the vertebral arteries, 
pposite internal carotid, are not 
sufficient for the purposes of the animal 
economy in the brain, will be further eluci- 
dated by the operation performed by Mr. 
Key in January, 1824, which reflects great 
credit on his dexterity as a surgeon. 
Though it was performed in the best possible 
manner, yet a numbness took place in the 
side, and continued till his death, which 
happened in about a week. Now if the 
vertebral arteries could have carried on the 
cireulation effectually, the operation having 
been performed in both these cases by the 
most skilful and scientific method, death 
would not have ensued. I am inclined to 
think Mr, Key views this subject in the 
same light as I do, as lately another patient 
with an aneurism in the carotid artery ap- 
ied to him, and he wisely declined so 
azardous an undertaking. This operation 
has likewise been ormed by Mr. Coates 
of Salisbury, and Dr. Duffin, in both which 
cases it was unsuccessful, and death was the 
result, Under a due sense of all these con- 
siderations, my judgment strongly militates 
against it. Where we have reason to fear 
the tumour will soon break, it may be 
deemed advisable, for the chance of the 
prolongation of the life of the patient, to 
— it. Wretched as the alternative is, 
fear it will be useless, and after all we 
can do, 
xeipnpyds ata: Sdvaros. 

I offer these observations to the notice 
and consideration of the profession, in order 
to impress on their minds, before they con- 
sent to operate, to take sufficiently into ac- 
count the peril to which the patient is ex- 
posed, as weighed against the chance of 
benefit. 

Howland Street, Aug. 10, 1829. 





WEISS'S URETHRAL FORCEPs.* 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—It was with some degree of surprise 
that ] found, on reading your Lancer of the 
1st instant, that you should suffer so much 
humbug to intrude in the pages of your 





* This instrament is an admirable inven- 
tion, and might have been used with the 
most perfect success in many cases which 
we could name, where the patients were 
unnecessarily submitted to the excruciating 
operation by the knife—Ep. L. 





URETHRAL FORCEPS—FLAT BONES. 


valuable journal. I allude to the following, 


Pee In case the stone, or a of it, 
should escape from the claws of the ‘ pince,’ 
the fruitful imagination of the Baron has 
supplied a v; the ‘ mandrin’ is with- 
drawn, and a very delicate instrument, con- 
sisting of a canula, a steel rod, and three 
very fine elastic tenacule are introduced, 
the substance is seized and replaced within 
the juws of the larger instrument, and the 
process of its destruction is resumed.” 

You have omitted to mention the little 
bird, or “ oiseau,” of twenty-five pieces, 
which whispers in the Baron’s ear, that a 
fragment had fallen out of the large instru- 
ment’s jaws, and it is as readily picked up 
as if the stone lay*upon a dessert plate, 
which every body in the room could see. It 
appears that they have quite forgotten the 
possibility (which the success of Sir A. 
Cooper and Mr. Brodie has fully shown) of 
extracting calculi larger than a hazel nut by- 
my instrument, the urethral forceps, and 
with which Sir A. Cooper extracted eighty- 
four calculi from one gentleman, which, | 
think, it would puzzle the Baron to do with 
an instrument even of eighty-four pieces. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Joun Wess, 

Strand, Aug. 8, 1829. 





FORMATION OF THE FLAT BONES. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 


Srr,—Allow me to call your attention to 
a subject which may be interesting to some 
scientific men, particularly to physiologists ; 
and which, I presume, goes to disprove the 
apparent correctness of our present ideas on 
the subject of osteogeny, which have led us 
for ages past to suppose that the osseous 
deposition in the flat bones, particularly the 
cranial, begins from a central point, pro- 
ceeding thence in radii. 

I seem to have been the first who has 
been able to demonstrate the process in the 
stage previous to that in which the fibres 
take on the straight line. In the oe om 
tion which I have, it may be seen decidedly 
and beautifully reticulated. 

If you, Sir, can refer me to any English 
author, who has described or mentioned 
this peculiarity, previous to the last six or 
seven years, I shall feel much obliged by 
the communication. 

Any professional gentleman wishing to 
satisfy himself by ocular proof, may see the 
bones at my residence. 

Your humble servant, 
Joun M. Draper. 
1, Little Hermitage Street, near the 
London Docks, Aug. 3, 1829. 





DR. CORBETT ON THE ERGOT.—IRISH.—PHYSICIANS. 


BRGOT OF RYE IN HAMORRHAGE, 


By R. Conserr, M.D, 


Tus specific effect of the ‘* secale cornu- 
tum” being still doubted by many practi- 
tioners, notwithstanding the numerous cases 
of its efficacy recorded in your invaluable 
Journal, ] think every medical man who is 





in the habit of administering it under any 
circumstances, ought to record his ex-| 
perience of the cases in which it is, as well | 
as those in which it is not, successful. 1 
have already communicated cases for publi- | 
cation in Tus Lancet, in which I found it; 
decidedly beneficial, and, I trust, my add- | 
ing another to the list, will not wespass 
too much on your columns. 

Judith Savage, cook, etat. 39, a married 
woman, of spare and rather leucophlegmatic 
habit, was, in the month of May last, con- 
fined with a healthy child ; her labour was 
natural, and not marked by any unusual 
symptom. In three weeks after her accouch- 
ment, she returned to her situation, which 
was one (ina large family) that gave her 
constant and rather laborious employment. 
She complained of not regaining her strength | 
as quickly as she had done after her former | 
labours, heving had five children, and the 
lochial discharge continuing longer than 
usual, At the end of the sixth week, she 
was suddenly attacked with profuse hamor- 
thage, which was restrained, in some mea- 
sure, by the application of cold water and 
vinegar to the hypogastric region, she be- 
ing kept in the recumbent posture, and tak- 
ing cool acidulated drinks; it returned in a 
day or two with the same violence, and 1 
was called on to visit her ; she was languid, 
her skin cold and blanched; pulse 110, 
small, but with a peculiar jerking feel ; 
thirst, loss of appetite, and restlessness. On 
inquiry, I found her bowels had been freed 
by a dose of Epsom salt; I directed a 
drachm of ergot of rye to be boiled in half 
a pint of water for ten minutes, and ordered 
a third of the strained decoction to be given | 
at intervals of twenty minutes, The effect) 
astonished her and her attendants, as the | 
hemorrhage ceased by the time the third 
dose was taken, It returned next day, from 
her having imprudently resumed her busi- 
ness, and the ergot prescribed in the same 
doses, again succeeded in completely check- 
ing it. The woman improved rapidly, and 
has had no return since. 


July 29, 1829. 





IRISH APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sin,—A letter was addressed to you, 
some time since, on the subject of the lrish 
Apothecaries’ Company not dealing fairly 
with the members of that profession. It re- 
lated the fact of a drugyist’s shopman, resi- 
dent in the city of Cork, having obtained a 
license as apothecary, after, and in conse- 
quence of, information having been for- 
warded to the “ Hall” of his having com- 
pounded a prescription, and his having 
quietly submitted to the penalty of 201. for 
the offence. The convicted party was so 
off-hand and liberal that he was at once 
dubbed a licentiate, and he is now prac- 
tising as an apothecary in Cork, although 
he never either underwent the examination 
of an apprentice, nor ever served the term 
required by the Irish Apothecaries’ Act, 
seven years, nor ever served any term what- 
ever to an apothecary! It has been re- 
marked that you have been inclined to fa- 
vour the ‘‘ Trish Old Hags;” but I feel 
confident that so gross an injustice to the 
members of the apothecary profession in 
this country, can never meet the approba- 
tion of one who has so fearlessly and inde- 
pendently broken up many monopolies that 
have disgraced the several branches of the 
profession. 

Iam, Sir, yours, &c., 
RerornMer. 


Waterford, July 30, 1829, 


PHYSICIANS’ PER-CENTAGE SYSTEM. 


A corrEsponpent at Wisbech defends the 
connexion which exists between physicians 
and druggists, against the charges which 
have been brought against them. He con- 
siders, that for the preference given by the 
former to particular druggists, there are 
cogent assignable reasons ; that the phy- 
sician has a greater confidence in the ability, 
accuracy, and integrity of one medicine- 
maker, than in that of another.” That, 
notwithstanding the apparent connivance, 
the people still continue to carry their pre- 
scriptions to the one, and to apply for ad- 
vice to the other. In justification of the 
ordering of ‘‘ compositions which have no 
existence in the Pharmacopeia,” he ob- 
serves, that the Pharmacopcia is by no 
means perfect, and that there are many 
very excellent preparations which it does 
not contain, and many which it contains that 
are capable of considerable improvement, 





640 COW AND SMALL POX.—FORCEPS,—CORRESPONDENTS. 


The mode of proceeding with the forceps, 
then, is this: having fixed them, without 
sed pressure, to the alveolar 


SIMULTANEOUS EXISTENCE OF COW-POX AND having any res ‘ 
SMALL- POX, process, you to press the tooth against 

its socket ; by means of the powerful adju- 
vants, the ‘ handles,’ you either take off 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. the crown of the tooth, or * me push 

. | om one side the alveolar If there 

Sin,—Being in the habit of vaccinating a! be any advantage in this, why, let Mr. 
considerable number of children weekly, yet, Douglas Fox remit a specimen of his appa- 
having never before met with acase like the | ratus, and it shall be used. Only let him be 
following, I am induced to forward it to you, cautious and recollect, that whilst he is draw- 
in consequence of the letters which have ing his patient's molares, he does not injure 
recently appeared in your valuable publica- | his own incisors, or he may have to use his 


tion on the subject. | fingers as levers. 

On the 29th of June, I vaccinated a female 
child, eight months old, in two ns 
each arm, with matter from a healthy sub- 
ject. Onthe fourth day, when I saw the 
child, a proper inflammatory redness sur- 
rounded the punctures, and all seemed going 
on well; but, on the seventh day, small- 
pox made its appearance ; the vaccine in- 
flammation, however, continued to increase 
until the tenth day, when it gradually dis- 
appeared in the usual manner. -The small- 
pox, which was of the confluent kind, ran 
its with viol The child is now 
recovering, but is much pitted. It is ob- 
servable, that in this case, the two poisons 
seemed io have no effect upon each other, 
each continuing its definite period, and re- 
taining its specific appearance and character 
throughout, 





1 am, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
Cuances Rosarts, 
34, Sun Street, Bishopsgate. 





CARTWRIGHT’S FORCEPS, WITH FOX’S 
HANDLES. 


A cornnEsPonvENT, Signing himself “ Seru- 
tator,” makes the following remarks under 
the above title:—I have been in the habit 
of using, and seeing used, by the most emi- 
nent men in our profession, both the key 
and Cartwright’s forceps; and never wit- 
nessed the invariable destruction of the alve- 
olar process, of which Mr. Fox makes men- 
tion. (p. 528.) But if I recollect right, ‘ it is 
the assistant who generally splinters the bone 
in the amputation ofa limb.’ It is only in 
about every tenth case, that the forceps are 
applicable. No one in their senses would 
attempt to use them where the side of the 
tooth is decayed, as is frequently the case ; 
and to pretend to raise the tooth direct, in 
every instance, is absurd in the extreme, as, 
frequently, the fang is directed at a more or 
less acute angle, with the body of the tooth. 


| “ P.S, Should Mr, Fox think this ill-na- 
tured, I shall be most happy to answer his 
reply with name and address.” 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications received from Mr. 
Thomas Litchfield—Mr. Kingston — Mr. 
Forbes Winslow—Mr. Colby—Mr. William 
Andrews—Mr. H. Grayson—Mr. D. O, Ed- 
wards —Mr. W. G. Edwards—H., S., of 
Portsmouth—Chirurgus—A Poor Student— 
Exeter—Philo-panis—A Practitioner—An 
intended Pupil of the London University— 
A Chirurgeon—J. F, C.—A Surgical Pupil. 


Mr. Edwards's reply to the letters of 
Mr. White and Mr. Costello reached us too 
late for insertion, but it shall appear next 
week, as shall several other letters, 

Will “ A Surgical Pupil,” in the Bo- 
rough, send us a more precise address ? 

X.X.X. Do not be impatient. ‘ There 


is a time for all things,” a time to reap, and 
a time to sow, and a time to kill Bars. 





RECEIVED FOR REVIEW. 


An Introduction to Systematical and Phy- 
siological Botany. Illustrated with Expla- 
natory Engravings. By Inomas Casrie, 
M.R.C.S., F.L.S. London. Cox, 1829. 





‘amen Ppp. 285. 





